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Groz-Beckert Unveils Advanced Knitting, 

Weaving and Nonwovens Solutions at ITM 2026

From June 9 to 13, 2026, Groz-Beck-
ert will present its latest innova-
tions and solutions across the 

product areas of Knitting, Weaving and 
Nonwovens at ITM in Istanbul (Hall 3, 
Booth 304B).

Knitting

In the Circular Knitting segment, 
Groz-Beckert will spotlight the LC-
max™, the next generation of ener-
gy-saving needles.

Featuring a pioneering wave-shaped 
shank geometry, the LCmax™ delivers 
optimized energy efficiency, reduced 
friction, and easy handling — enabling 
maximum performance with lower en-
ergy consumption.

For Flat Knitting, Groz-Beckert will 
present two specialized needle solu-
tions:

SAN™ TT – developed for particularly 
tight loops and ideal for technical and 
medical textile applications.

SAN™ FY – engineered for processing 
uneven effect yarns, ensuring a flawless 
fabric appearance even in demanding 
and complex designs.

In the Legwear segment, visitors can 
discover the dur™ needles, recognized 
for their exceptional durability and pre-
cision in the production of fine hosiery.

For Warp Knitting, Groz-Beckert will 
showcase its continuously expanding 

module portfolio, setting new benchmarks in precision, 
stability, and efficiency for loop formation processes.

Weaving

The Weaving product area will present the KnotMaster 
tying machine — a high-performance solution for effi-
cient and flexible weaving preparation. 

Thanks to its modular and compact design, the Knot-
Master enables fast warp changes and reduced process-
ing times, helping weaving mills achieve higher produc-
tivity. 
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The system reliably handles complex patterns as well as de-
manding upholstery yarns, covering a broad range of stan-
dard and special applications. 
These capabilities will also be demonstrated live at the booth 
during ITM 2026.

In addition, Groz-Beckert will showcase its comprehensive 
portfolio of reeds, healds, and drop wires, optimized for a 
wide variety of applications and tailored to meet diverse pro-
duction requirements.

Another highlight is the PosiLeno® system, which offers vir-
tually unlimited patterning possibilities, maximum flexibility, 
optimized shed formation movements, and easy installation 
— making it an efficient solution for modern leno weaving 
applications.

Nonwovens

The Nonwovens product area will 
present its latest innovations, rang-
ing from a needle designed to signifi-
cantly reduce insertion and remov-
al times, to the Digital Ecosystem, 
which enables nonwovens manu-
facturers to optimize and automate 
their production processes. 

Furthermore, the unique Groz-Beck-
ert Mounting Service for the Nonwo-
vens Carding product group will be 
showcased, as well as our newly de-
veloped CB-barb felting needle.



Our precision tools serve the textile world. With the help of our around 70,000 products and comprehensive  

services that support the knitting, weaving, nonwovens, tufting, sewing and spinning industries, textiles are  

created that are indispensable for our daily life: from clothing or carpets to technical textiles for vehicles or  

the medical sector.

 

170 years after its founding, Groz-Beckert is based on the Swabian Alb and yet at home everywhere in the world. 

At our headquarters in Albstadt, we currently employ over 2,200 of our approximately 9,500 employees.

 

Sharing challenges and making progress together.

www.groz-beckert.com

Groz-Beckert is your everyday companion
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Biancalani welcomes you at 

ITM Istanbul 2026

ITM International Textile Machinery Exhibition Tüyap 
Fair Convention and Congress Center, Istanbul, Tur-
key 9-13 June 2026 | Hall 3, Booth 305

Istanbul has long been a crossroads between worlds, and this 
June, it becomes the meeting point for the global textile industry.
 ITM 2026 at the Tüyap Fair Convention and Congress Center is 

where Biancalani will bring two of its most advanced finishing tech-
nologies face-to-face with the professionals who matter most: the 
ones running production lines every day.

If you work in textile preparation and finishing, these are the five 
days in 2026 you won’t want to miss.

AIRO®24: speed, air, and results you can feel at first touch

Fabric finishing at 2,800 m/min. Not a concept, not a projection: a 
working reality. AIRO®24 uses high-velocity air flows to deliver fab-
ric speeds which can reach 160 km/h as the sole transport and treat-
ment medium, delivering a strong and, at the same time, extremely 
safe mechanical action that has no equivalent in conventional fin-
ishing.

The performance figures are 
precise and independently 
verified:
. Evaporation capacity, which 
in some cases can reach 1,400 
kg/h

. C.L.I.M.A. certification: 
third-party validated environ-
mental performance

. Modular design spanning 
SINGLE, DUETTO, TANDEM, 
and TRIPLEX configurations

. SMART-SWITCH 2.0, allow-
ing the operator to adjust me-
chanical intensity and drying 
power independently

. Overall efficiency of 95%

What the numbers don’t cap-
ture is what Biancalani calls 
the AIRO® HAND: a distinctive 
fabric feel that has become 
a recognised mark of qual-
ity among premium textile 
brands worldwide. 

It’s certified, consistent, and 
immediately perceptible to the 
touch.
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At ITM Istanbul, visitors will be able to experience this 
firsthand rather than read about it on a data sheet.

AQUARIA®: washing reimagined for a water-scarce 
world

The textile industry’s relationship with water has long 
been one of its most pressing challenges. Convention-
al washing processes typically can consume way over 
20-30 litres per kilogram of fabric. AQUARIA® can op-
erate as low as 2-5 L/kg.

This incredible reduction is achieved through the 
same patented working principle that defines the 
AIRO® system. 
Fabric moves exclusively through air. Two large accu-
mulation chambers, connected by a pneumatic ejec-
tor, deliver effective mechanical washing without the 
water volumes that define traditional systems.

Key performance specifications:
. Near-zero water discharge (under 1 L/kg) for several 
processes, such as Eco-Bleaching, performed without 
chlorine and without caustic soda

. Efficient and intense mechanical action with com-
plete removal of harmful chemical agents across 
many standard processes

. Fully open-width process (up to 3600 mm) with air 
transportation for total safety

. Production speed up to 80 m/min

The specialised process portfolio includes en-
zymatic bio-polishing, fibrillation, and defibril-
lation of cellulosic fabric such as lyocell, full 
treatment of PES/modal for cupro-like effect, 
indigo-specific AQUASTONE and AQUA+FLAT 
treatments, relaxed mercerization, washing 
after dyeing, and washing after printing.

Every fibre, every construction

Both machines are designed without com-
promise on versatility. 
Whether the production line handles silk, 
linen, cotton, modal, lyocell, cupro, wool, pol-
yester, or heavy upholstery and terry towel, 
AIRO®24 and AQUARIA® are engineered to 
perform across the full spectrum of textile 
constructions, from the lightest apparel fab-
rics through to home textiles and automotive 
applications.

AIRO®24 is particularly valued for terry tow-
el processing, mechanical softening of wo-
ven fabric (from upholstery to automotive, 
uniforms, and apparel), volume and aspect 
enhancement, dimensional stabilization of 
stretch fabric, and specific aesthetic effects in 
combination with previous AQUARIA® wash-
ing treatments.
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What ITM Istanbul means for
 your business

The Tüyap Fair Convention and Congress 
Center in Istanbul is one of the most signif-
icant venues on the international exhibition 
calendar, and ITM is one of the sector’s most 
important gatherings. 

Thanks to its strategic position, the exhibi-
tion provides a unique platform to engage 
with textile professionals from Europe as 
well as from regions spanning nearby Asia 
and further afield.

At the booth, visitors will be able to meet Bi-
ancalani’s experts from Italy and Turkey, for 
focused technical conversations, discussing 
specific fabric types, production volumes, 
sustainability targets, and integration with 
existing lines. So don’t miss the chance to 
get in touch with us and our local partner, 
Teksel Tekstil.

Concrete areas to explore together:
. Live assessment of fabric quality results: 
seeing and touching the output directly

. Configuration analysis matched to your 
production needs

. Real-world case studies from clients already 
running these technologies, with document-
ed performance and economic outcomes

Sustainability that passes 
independent scrutiny

C.L.I.M.A. certification is more than a claim. It is a 
third-party validation by R.I.N.A. and ACIMIT of the 
actual environmental impact reduction achieved 
through Biancalani’s approach to combining 
thermal and mechanical action with efficient air-
to-fabric heat exchange.

For manufacturers facing tightening regulato-
ry requirements, customer expectations around 
environmental performance, and pressure on op-
erating costs, the metrics behind AIRO®24 and 
AQUARIA® are the kind that translate directly 
into commercial advantage: lower energy bills, 
dramatically reduced water consumption, and 
consistent process quality that eliminates costly 
rework.

Find Biancalani at ITM 2026 in Hall 3, Booth 305

Tüyap Fair Convention and Congress Center, Is-
tanbul, Turkey 9-13 June 2026

Bring your samples. Bring your production data 
and your ideas. Bring your most demanding 
technical questions. The Biancalani team will 
have the time and the expertise to work through 
them properly.

Istanbul in June. The appointment for textile finish-
ing innovation is confirmed. We look forward to see-
ing you there.



Dryer for continuous and open-width 
tumbling treatments of woven, non-woven 
and knitted fabrics

Open-width continuous tumble
washing range for any kind of textile

wet treatment

AIRO 24

find out more

AQUARIA

®

®

find out more

Biancalani srl
Email: contacts@biancalani.com

Phone: +39 0574 54871
Find your local partner at
www.biancalani.com
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China Plans $2 Billion 
Carbon-Neutral Textile 
Industrial City in Egypt

China is set to make one of its largest 
industrial investments in the Middle 
East and Africa’s textile sector through 

a proposed $2 billion carbon-neutral textile 
industrial city in Egypt, a project expected 
to strengthen Egypt’s position as a regional 
manufacturing and export hub while creat-
ing up to 80,000 direct jobs.

The ambitious development, led by China 
Enterprise Cloud Chain, aims to establish the 
first fully integrated carbon-neutral textile 
industrial city in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region. 

The project was recently discussed during a 
meeting between representatives of the Chi-
nese company and Egypt’s Minister of Invest-
ment and Foreign Trade, Mohamed Farid.

If completed, the project will become one of 
the largest textile-focused industrial devel-
opments in the region, reinforcing Egypt’s 
growing importance as a destination for in-
ternational textile investments.

A New Textile Manufacturing Hub 
for Three Continents

The proposed industrial city will cover ap-
proximately 4.5 million square meters and 
will be developed in two phases over an esti-
mated four-year period.
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Strategically positioned at the crossroads of 
Africa, Europe, and the Middle East, Egypt 
has increasingly attracted foreign textile in-
vestments thanks to its competitive labor 
costs, access to major export markets, and 
favorable trade agreements.

Egyptian authorities view the project as a sig-
nificant opportunity to strengthen the coun-
try’s role in global textile supply chains while 
supporting economic growth and industrial 
diversification.

According to government estimates, the 
development could create between 50,000 
and 80,000 direct jobs, in addition to approx-
imately 60,000 indirect employment oppor-
tunities across logistics, transportation, ser-
vices, and supporting industries.

First Phase to Attract Dozens of 
Textile Manufacturers

The initial phase of the project will cover ap-
proximately 2 million square meters and fo-
cus on the construction of environmentally 
sustainable textile manufacturing facilities.
The developers aim to attract between 30 
and 50 textile and apparel companies to es-
tablish production operations within the in-
dustrial zone.

In addition to manufacturing facilities, the 
first phase will include logistics centers, com-
mercial infrastructure, and technical train-
ing institutions designed to develop a skilled 
workforce capable of supporting the indus-
try’s long-term growth.

The inclusion of vocational and technical ed-
ucation facilities reflects increasing recogni-
tion that workforce development is essential 
for maintaining competitiveness in modern 
textile manufacturing.

Building a Fully Integrated 
Textile Value Chain

The second phase of the project will expand 
the industrial city by an additional 2.5 million 
square meters.
Unlike traditional industrial parks that focus 
primarily on manufacturing, the develop-
ment aims to create a fully integrated textile 
ecosystem by bringing together suppliers, 

manufacturers, logistics providers, and supporting busi-
nesses within a single industrial cluster.

Industry analysts note that integrated textile hubs can 
significantly improve efficiency, reduce production costs, 
shorten lead times, and enhance supply chain resilience.

The project’s carbon-neutral design also aligns with 
growing global demand for sustainable textile produc-
tion and increasing pressure on brands and manufactur-
ers to reduce their environmental footprint.

Egypt Targets Leadership in Sustainable Manufacturing
The proposed investment comes at a time when Egypt 
is actively promoting itself as a regional manufacturing 
destination amid shifting global sourcing strategies and 
increasing diversification away from traditional produc-
tion centers.

Government officials have highlighted Egypt’s Special 
Investment Zones as a key attraction for international in-
vestors, offering various incentives aimed at supporting 
export-oriented manufacturing.

During discussions with China Enterprise Cloud Chain, 
Minister Mohamed Farid emphasized the government’s 
commitment to facilitating the investment process and 
supporting the project’s implementation.

The ministry has instructed relevant authorities to con-
tinue technical evaluations and investment discussions 
through Egypt’s commercial office in China as negotia-
tions move forward.

Growing Chinese Investment in Egypt’s Textile Sector

The project reflects a broader trend of increasing Chinese 
investment in Egypt’s textile and apparel industry. Ris-
ing production costs in some traditional manufacturing 
centers, combined with Egypt’s strategic location and 
trade advantages, have encouraged international com-
panies to explore new investment opportunities in the 
country.

If realized, the carbon-neutral textile industrial city could 
become a model for sustainable industrial development 
in the region, while further strengthening Egypt’s am-
bition to become a major textile production and export 
center serving markets across Africa, Europe, and the 
Middle East.

As global brands increasingly prioritize sustainability and 
supply chain diversification, large-scale projects such as 
this are expected to play an important role in shaping the 
future landscape of international textile manufacturing.
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The global nonwovens industry is navigating 
a period of uncertainty, shaped by geopolit-
ical tensions, cautious investment decisions, 
and changing market demands. While some 
regions are slowing down, others continue to 
invest aggressively in new technologies and 
production capacities.

At INDEX 2026, one of the world’s leading ex-
hibitions for nonwovens technologies, Beh-
nam Ghasemi , Editor in chief at Kohan Tex-
tile Journal had the opportunity to speak with 
Jutta Stehr, Head of Marketing at Trützschler 
Nonwovens, about the company’s experience 
at the show, current market developments, 
emerging technologies, and the strategic pri-
orities guiding Trützschler through today’s 
challenging business environment.

In this exclusive interview, Ms. Stehr shares 
valuable insights into the growing demand 

for hygiene nonwovens, the rise of flexible 
production concepts, the increasing role of 
digitalization, and why customer proximity 
remains at the heart of Trützschler’s global 
strategy.

What is your overall evaluation of 
Trützschler Nonwovens’ participation at 
INDEX 2026?

Our impression from Techtextil was con-
firmed at INDEX. For us as a machinery sup-
plier, activity was rather limited. 
Many of our existing customers were present 
with their own booths, which led to good dis-
cussions, but the usual number of new con-
tacts was clearly lower. 

Overall, it was a quieter show, reflecting the 
current market situation rather than the im-
portance of the industry itself.
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How was the atmosphere at the 
exhibition, and what were the gen-
eral expectations of investors and 
customers regarding the future of 
the nonwovens market?

The atmosphere was a bit cautious. 
Especially producers from Europe 
and the Americas are holding back 
on new investments, and some even 
decided not to attend due to the 
high costs.

At the same time, there are regions 
moving ahead: China in particular, 
and to some extent India and South 
Asian countries, are less affected by 
geopolitical tensions and continue 
to invest. 

This was visible at INDEX—for ex-
ample, our Chinese sister company 
Trützschler Textile Machinery (Jiax-
ing), short TTMJ, signed several con-
tracts for new production lines for 
innovative products.

So while uncertainty dominates in 
some regions, others are clearly in a 
growth phase.

How do you evaluate current mar-
ket trends in the nonwovens sec-
tor?

Discussions at INDEX were very 
strongly focused on hygiene nonwo-
vens—mainly air-through bonding, 
which is currently one of the hottest 
topics in the market for producing 
ultra-soft, voluminous nonwovens 
used in diaper topsheets and back-
sheets, as well as hydroentangling.

We also see rising interest in flexi-
ble production concepts based on 
pulp composites such as CP (Card-

ed/Pulp), CPC (Carded/Pulp/Carded), and SPC (Spunlaid/
Pulp/Carded).
In uncertain times, these solutions offer manufacturers a 
good balance. 
They allow producers to manufacture both composite 
and single-layer nonwovens and adapt more easily to 
changing market demand. That flexibility is currently a 
key driver behind many investment decisions.

Which technologies, solutions, or innovations present-
ed at your stand attracted the most interest from vis-
itors?

Two areas attracted particularly strong interest at our 
booth.
First, our solutions for finest-fiber air-through bonding 
generated significant attention. 

These technologies are currently in high demand, espe-
cially in China, where ultra-soft and bulky hygiene non-
wovens are becoming an important differentiator. We 
expect this trend to gradually spread to other regions as 
well.

Second, our digital solution T-ONE, especially the cam-
era-based anomaly detection system, attracted consider-
able interest from visitors. 
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Similar to what we experienced at Techtextil, many nonwoven 
producers are actively searching for ways to optimize produc-
tion through preventive actions and early issue detection.

For us, this confirms that digitalization in nonwovens produc-
tion is no longer a future topic—it is something the industry is 
ready to implement today.

In today’s uncertain and challenging market environment, 
what is Trützschler’s strategy for maintaining stable growth 
and supporting customers worldwide?

The last two to three years have been challenging for the indus-
try, and we have taken several measures to respond to chang-
ing market requirements.

Our local structures have become increasingly important. The 
Trützschler Group has always focused on staying close to cus-
tomers and providing the right level of solutions for each mar-
ket. 

Today, market responsibility lies with our regional companies, 
including TTMJ in China, Trützschler Tekstil Makinalari in Türki-
ye, and American Trützschler in the United States.

Sales and service are managed locally, while engineering, prod-

uct adaptations, and new develop-
ments continue to be coordinated 
from our German sites in close co-
operation with regional teams.

At the same time, we have broad-
ened our portfolio. In addition to 
the flexible high-tech and high-per-
formance solutions for which 
Trützschler is known, we now also 
offer fit-for-purpose machinery—
quality-driven, reliable, and appli-
cation-focused solutions with opti-
mized complexity and cost.

This means placing greater empha-
sis on machinery business along-
side complete production lines. 
One example is our fine-fiber air-
through bonding concepts, where 
customers can combine our fiber 
preparation and carding technol-
ogies with selected third-party 
equipment.

We also see strong demand for up-
grading existing assets. Many cus-
tomers are not ready to invest in 
entirely new lines but want to make 
their current production facilities 
future-ready.

To address this need, we have sig-
nificantly expanded our service 
offering, including consulting, 
comprehensive modernizations, 
complete refurbishments, and ret-
rofits. 

In one recent project, replacing the 
dryer in a hydroentangling line with 
the latest model increased produc-
tion capacity by around 30% while 
reducing energy consumption by 
up to 40%.

Overall, our strategy is straightfor-
ward: stay flexible, stay close to the 
market, and support customers 
with practical solutions—regardless 
of their starting point.



T-SUPREMA

Needle-punching  
as easy as never before

More Information:

In cooperation with:

https://www.truetzschler.com/en/nonwovens/products/nonwoven-lines/needling-lines/
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The Future of Spinning Will Be Driven by 

Automation, Digitalization and Sustainability

Exclusive Interview by Behnam Ghasemi, Editor-in-Chief of Kohan Textile Journal

The global spinning industry is navigating one of its 
most challenging periods in recent years. 
Economic uncertainty, geopolitical tensions, rising 

energy costs, labor shortages, and increasing sustainabili-
ty requirements are forcing spinning mills to rethink their 
strategies and investment priorities.

At the same time, digitalization, automation, recycling, 
and intelligent production systems are opening new op-
portunities for manufacturers seeking to improve pro-
ductivity and remain competitive in a rapidly changing 
market.

To gain deeper insights into these developments, Kohan 
Textile Journal spoke with Maren Schubert, Corporate 
Communications & Social Media Manager at Trützschler, 
one of the world’s leading suppliers of spinning prepara-
tion, card clothing, and nonwovens technologies.

In this exclusive interview, Ms. Schubert 
shares her perspective on the current state 
of the global spinning industry, investment 
trends in Türkiye, opportunities across the 
Middle East and Africa, the future of non-
wovens and recycling, and the technolo-
gies that are expected to shape the next 
generation of textile manufacturing.

Q: The global spinning industry is nav-
igating a period of economic uncer-
tainty and geopolitical tensions. From 
Trützschler’s perspective, what are the 
most pressing challenges facing spin-
ning mills today?

Geopolitical tensions, such as the conflict 
in the Middle East, and a volatile global 
economy are reducing consumption and 
investment in new machinery. 
Nevertheless, Trützschler remains focused 
on delivering innovation and added value.

At the same time, our customers face chal-
lenges such as labor shortages and rising 
energy costs. 
Our R&D activities are running and we 
are investing in automation solutions like 
T-CAN, which help reduce dependency on 
manual labor and increase efficiency.

By staying close to our customers and de-
veloping value-adding technologies, we 
support them through these challenging 
times.

 



 17MAY - JUNE 2026 K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

Q: Türkiye remains one of the world’s lead-
ing textile manufacturing hubs. Why does 
Trützschler continue to view Türkiye as a stra-
tegically important market?

Türkiye offers many strategic advantages: its geo-
graphic proximity to key European markets, a 
strong domestic cotton production including re-
cycling initiatives and a modern infrastructure for 
textile manufacturing.

The country is also known for its high-quality tex-
tile products and the strong expertise of its textile 
companies. 
Thanks to these strengths, we continue to see Tür-
kiye as a powerful and future-oriented textile hub.

However, spinners in Türkiye are currently facing 
challenges such as inflation, difficulties in obtain-
ing loans, a decline in exports due to weak global 
demand, rising labor costs and low capacity utili-
zation in spinning mills.

At the same time, the Turkish market has always 
been very resilient. Our Turkish customers are 
constantly finding ways to adapt to their chal-
lenges. 

We help our clients in Türkiye to stay competi-
tive by investing heavily in R&D and offering cut-
ting-edge technology as well as excellent local 
service.

Q: What investment trends are you current-
ly observing among Turkish spinning mills? 
Which technology areas are attracting the 
greatest interest?

We are seeing great interest in our carding tech-
nology, especially our next generation TC 30i card 
in combination with our IDF 3 integrated draw 
frame for direct spinning and IDF vortex spinning, 
resulting in higher quality and increased produc-
tion.

We are also developing automation solutions sup-
ported by digital systems that simplify operations 
and reduce personnel needs. 

Our automated can transport system T-CAN was 
developed in response to growing labor costs and 
labor shortages in the textile industry.

Digitalization also continues to be a trend. This in-
cludes both the digitalization of machinery itself 
as well as new business models and digital ser-
vices. With MyMill, our cloud-based platform, cus-
tomers can monitor and optimize their spinning 
mill operations.

Q: Digitalization, automation, sustainability, 
and energy efficiency are increasingly shaping 
investment decisions in textile manufacturing. 
How is Trützschler helping mills improve pro-
ductivity while reducing costs and environ-
mental impact?

We see digitalization as a key enabler for smarter, 
more efficient textile production. We are already 
applying this in our products through monitoring 
systems. 

Our digital innovation for spinning mill optimi-
zation, MyMill, enables internal benchmarking of 
shift data and machine productivity, delivers ma-
chine status updates, and supports fast, data-driv-
en decision-making through transparent analyt-
ics and predefined reports.

In automation, T-CAN is a strong example of how 
we respond to customer needs. Our goal was to 
create a solution that not only reduces operation-
al costs but also enhances quality and consistency 
in sliver handling. 
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It’s a leap forward in making spinning mills smarter. We 
will build on this in the future and continue to develop cut-
ting-edge innovations that respond to the needs of our cus-
tomers.

Sustainability is equally important. We are advancing more 
sustainable fiber processing technologies and, with TRUECY-
CLED, we offer a dedicated solution in spinning preparation 
for the recycling of textile waste.

Energy efficiency is another important pillar. For instance, our 
Pre-Cleaner CL-X processes up to 2,000 kg per hour while con-
suming 30% less energy than the current benchmark. 

Where previously two machines were needed to clean cotton 
effectively, the CL-X now handles the task alone. 

The TC 30i also contributes significantly: in customer applica-
tions, it achieved up to 40% higher productivity while reduc-
ing energy consumption per kilogram of output.

Q: How do you see the future of the spinning industry 
in Türkiye, the Middle East, and Africa over the next few 
years?

Türkiye offers many strategic advantages: its geographic 
proximity to key European markets, strong domestic cotton 
production and a modern textile manufacturing infrastruc-
ture. 

The country is also well known for producing high-quality tex-
tiles and for the deep expertise of its textile companies. 
Building on these strengths, we continue to view Türkiye as a 
powerful, future-oriented textile hub.

At the same time, geopolitical tensions, particularly the on-
going conflicts in parts of the Middle East, make it difficult to 
provide reliable short-term forecasts for the region.

There are encouraging develop-
ments, especially in North Africa. 
Egypt, for example, is seeing signif-
icant investment, supported by its 
excellent cotton production, skilled 
workforce, and continuous adoption 
of state-of-the-art machinery.

Other markets such as Ghana, Ethio-
pia, South Africa, and Kenya also hold 
considerable long-term potential. 

With a large, eager workforce, good 
cotton production, and the possibil-
ity for greater industrial activity, we 
remain hopeful that these markets 
will start to capitalize on the oppor-
tunities available.

Our expectation is that Africa’s tex-
tile sector will experience a positive 
development in the future, and we’re 
optimistic about the prospects.

Q: How do you evaluate the future 
of the nonwovens industry and re-
lated investments in Türkiye and 
the Middle East?

Türkiye remains the largest nonwo-
vens producer in Europe and a key 
hub between East and West. 

At the same time, the current geo-
political situation in neighboring re-
gions creates uncertainty, increasing 
costs for resources and thus affects 
investment decisions.

In the Middle East, the situation is 
different: there are only very limit-
ed local nonwovens capacities, but 
strong raw material availability for 
petroleum-based fibers and clear 
ambitions to develop the industry.

We see interest in both hygiene and 
technical applications, in Türkiye as 
well as in the Middle East. However, 
projects often move forward slowly 
due to questions around security, fi-
nancing, and long-term stability.
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Q: Africa is increasingly being 
viewed as a promising market 
for recycling and nonwovens. Do 
you agree with this perspective?

We see Africa as a promising 
long-term market for nonwovens. 
The growing population and the 
emergence of a middle class will 
increase demand, especially for 
hygiene products such as baby 
diapers and later also dry and wet 
wipes.

There are interesting opportunities 
in technical applications like con-
struction and filtration as well. 

However, building a competi-
tive nonwovens industry requires 
significant investment, stable in-
frastructure, and reliable supply 
chains – so development will likely 
start with smaller, local initiatives.

When it comes to recycling, I would 
take a realistic view. Nonwoven re-
cycling is still at a very early stage 
globally. Post-consumer products 
often are contaminated and made 
from complex material combina-
tions and fiber blends.

It is not yet clear how efficient, scal-
able recycling into high-quality fi-
bers for new nonwovens will look. 

So while the potential is there, 
it will take time and significant 
technological progress to un-
lock it.

Q: Looking ahead, what major 
technological developments 
do you believe will shape the 
future of spinning over the 
next five to ten years?

Close collaboration with our 
customers and a deep under-
standing of market trends re-
main essential.

By focusing on smart solutions 
that enhance productivity, qual-
ity, and sustainability, we stay at 
the forefront of technological 
developments.

We believe excellent spinning 
preparation is crucial for yarn 
quality, which is why we’ve de-
veloped intelligent, self-opti-
mizing machines – and connect 
them through digital monitor-
ing systems.

Editor’s Insight

What stands out most from this 
discussion is that the future 
competitiveness of spinning 
mills will not depend solely on 

machinery investments, but 
on how effectively manufac-
turers integrate automation, 
digital intelligence, sustain-
ability, and operational effi-
ciency into their production 
strategies.

While challenges such as 
geopolitical uncertainty, ris-
ing costs, and labor shortages 
continue to affect textile pro-
ducers worldwide, the indus-
try is clearly moving toward 
smarter and more connected 
manufacturing environments. 

Technologies that reduce 
dependency on manual la-
bor, improve transparency 
through data, and support 
sustainable fiber processing 
are becoming essential rather 
than optional.

For textile manufacturers in 
Türkiye, the Middle East, and 
Africa, the coming years may 
present both challenges and 
significant opportunities. 
Those willing to invest in in-
novation and modernization 
will likely be best positioned 
to benefit from the next phase 
of growth in the global textile 
industry.
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Textile supply chains are changing. 
Spain’s textile technology sector is 
ready to respond

Global textile manufac-
turing is entering a 
new phase. After years 

marked by rising costs, longer 
delivery times and pressure to 
make production more sus-
tainable, companies are once 
again reviewing how and 
where they source technolo-
gy, machinery and industrial 
partners.

Recent instability affecting in-
ternational trade routes has 
reinforced a trend that was al-
ready underway: textile man-
ufacturers need supply chains 
that are not only efficient, but 
also resilient, diversified and 
closer to reliable partners. 

Maritime transport continues 

to face volatility, with geopolitical 
tensions affecting routes such as 
the Red Sea and the Suez Canal, 
while global shipping patterns 
are being redrawn.

Spain’s Textile Technology Sec-
tor Steps Forward

In this context, Spain’s textile 
technology sector has a clear 
role to play.Spain has a long in-
dustrial tradition in textile ma-
chinery, equipment, accessories 
and advanced solutions for the 
textile and apparel industry. 

Spanish companies are known 
for their technical expertise, flex-
ibility and capacity to adapt solu-
tions to the real needs of manu-
facturers. 

For international companies, this 
means access to European part-
ners with experience, proximity 
and a strong export mindset.

Spanish Solutions for Textiles 
Connects Global Buyers with 
Spanish Manufacturers

Spanish Solutions for Textiles 
was created to make this in-
dustrial ecosystem more visible 
abroad. 

The platform brings together the 
main Spanish manufacturers of 
equipment and technology for 
the textile industry and helps for-
eign companies find suppliers, 
discover technological trends 
and connect with internationally 
active manufacturers. 
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According to the platform, it gathers 62 compa-
nies, 45 of them with outstanding international 
presence, and 65% of their turnover comes from 
exports.

Behind the platform is amec amtex, the Spanish 
Textile Machinery Manufacturers Association. 
amec amtex represents Spanish manufacturers 
of technologies, solutions and accessories for 
the textile sector, and plays an important role in 
promoting the industry internationally, opening 
new markets and strengthening competitive-
ness.

ITMA 2027 Creates New Opportunities for 
Spanish Textile Technology

This positioning is especially relevant as the sec-
tor looks ahead to ITMA 2027, which will take 
place in Hannover from 16 to 22 September 
2027. 

ITMA is the world’s leading textile and garment 
technology exhibition, owned by CEMATEX and 
held every four years, with a strong focus on sus-
tainability, digitalisation and automation.

For foreign manufacturers looking to modernise 
their production, Spain offers more than ma-
chinery. It offers a network of companies able to 

provide textile technology, technical support, 
tailor-made solutions and a practical under-
standing of industrial challenges. 

This is particularly valuable in areas such as 
finishing, printing, weaving, knitting, auto-
mation, technical textiles and more sustain-
able production processes.

Building a More Resilient and Sustainable 
Textile Future

The future of textile manufacturing will de-
pend on innovation, but also on trust. Com-
panies need partners who can respond 
quickly, understand their production reality 
and help them build more efficient, flexible 
and sustainable operations.

That is why Spanish Solutions for Textiles 
aims to become a reference portal for inter-
national companies interested in discovering 
the capabilities of Spain’s textile technology 
sector.

As global supply chains continue to evolve, 
Spain is well positioned to contribute to the 
next stage of textile manufacturing: more re-
silient, more sustainable and more connect-
ed to the needs of the international market.

Textile supply chains are changing. 
Spain’s textile technology sector is 
ready to respond



Our team has more that 50 years of
experience in international promotion and
a vast knowledge of the Spanish Industry.

What can we do for you:

Assess any company looking for textile technology
suppliers.
Assist foreign buyers by organizing virtual or presential
B2B meetings and roadshows.
Collaborate with trade shows organizers to promote
international events.

More information

Spanish
Solutions
for Textiles

Spanish
Solutions
for Textiles

More 
sustainable 
than ever

More 
sustainable 
than ever

solutionfortextiles.com / info@amec.es

62 companies
45 of them with 
outstanding international
presence

479.903.000€ in
turnover 
65% coming from exports

Presence in 16 international 
events
Capacity to serve worldwide



Main tendencies within the Spanish industry
landscape

Energy efficiency and sustainability.
The sector investment is concentrated in achieving machines
with greater energy efficiency. The sector is also focused on
finding sustainable solutions, reducing CO2, and reducing
water consumption.

Automation of machines and processes.
The evolution in machinery connectivity leads the Spanish
sector to advance towards the goal of achieving Smart
Factories.

New materials.
The Spanish textile sector is living an important change due
to the use of new materials. This leads to innovation in
technology for the use of recyclable materials and technical
textiles and, on the other hand, it boosts the development of
Smart Textiles.

More information

Spanish
Solutions
for Textiles

Spanish
Solutions
for Textiles

More 
sustainable 
than ever

More 
sustainable 
than ever

solutionfortextiles.com
info@amec.es
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The 21st Guangzhou International Textile, 
Clothing & Printing Industry Expo 2026 has 
concluded successfully! See you in 2027!

On May 21, 2026, the three-
day 21st Guangzhou Inter-
national Textile, Clothing 

& Printing Industry Expo (ITCPE 
Guangzhou) came to a successful 
conclusion at Poly World Trade 
Center Expo, Pazhou, Guangzhou.

Under the theme “Smart Global 
Linkage, Innovation Leads the Fu-
ture”, the expo leverages the stra-
tegic advantages of the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area. 

It gathered around 800 premium 
exhibitors across four exhibition 
halls, with a total display area of 
nearly 50,000 square meters. 

The event attracted nearly 40,000 
professional visitors from the tex-
tile, garment, printing and em-
broidery industries, setting a new 
record in scale.

01 Overseas Buyers Flock In, In-
ternational Influence Hits New 
Record

The expo stood out prominent-
ly for its strong international at-
mosphere. Professional visitor 
arrivals exceeded 20,000 on the 
opening day.

According to the organizer’s sta-
tistics, the total number of visi-
tors rose by 37.14% year on year. 

Despite rainy weather through-
out the event, visitor enthusi-
asm remained high, with robust 
growth recorded across all three 
days. 

Specifically, attendance surged 
by 42.57% on Day 1, 24.04% on 
Day 2 and a remarkable 74.13% 
on Day 3 compared with the pre-
vious edition.

The expo achieved a new all-time 
high in international participation. 
Statistics for the three-day event 
show that the number of reg-
istered overseas buyers rose by 
92.97% year on year.

Multiple languages including Chi-
nese, English, Vietnamese, Hin-
di, Russian and Bengali could be 
heard across the halls. 
Negotiation areas were fully occu-
pied and popular booths saw long 
queues, with the atmosphere far 
more bustling than previous edi-
tions.

Many exhibitors noted a sharp 
increase in overseas visitors this 
year. 
They have secured numerous 
overseas orders on site, while a 
great number of potential deals 
are in the pipeline with strong 
purchasing intentions.
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The online performance was equally impressive. Live 
streaming garnered over 30,000 views, while the photo 
live broadcast accumulated more than 300,000 page 
views. 

These remarkable figures fully demonstrate the irre-
placeable appeal of ITCPE Guangzhou within the global 
textile and garment industry.

Overseas Delegations

A host of professional overseas purchasing groups at-
tended the expo, including delegations from the Indian 
Textile and Apparel Association, Bangladesh Textile & 
Garment Association, Uzbekistan Textile and Garment 
Industry Association, Brazilian Textile Quality Associa-
tion and Russian Textile Association. 

Also present were representatives from A.MC Precision 
Machinery Co., Ltd., Binh Duong Textile Association 
(BDTAS), Ho Chi Minh City Apparel and Garment Asso-
ciation (AGTEK) and Vietnam Textile and Apparel Asso-
ciation (VITAS).

Large numbers of professional buyers 
and industry practitioners from the Mid-
dle East, Africa, South America, South-
east Asia and other regions gathered at 
the venue. 

Eager to explore new technologies and 
products in the textile and garment sec-
tor, they conducted in-depth exchanges 
and cooperation with exhibitors.

Domestic Delegations

Domestically, multiple delegations from 
industrial clusters came to visit, includ-
ing Haicheng Printing Industry Associa-
tion of Liaoning, Jinhua Printing Industry 
Association of Zhejiang, Caoxian Digital 
Printing Association of Shandong, Any-
ang Printing Association of Henan, as 
well as groups of printing and embroi-
dery enterprises from Hubei and enter-
prises from Hebei. 

The expo has forged a new internation-
al landscape featuring gathered global 
buyers, integrated industrial chain re-
sources and comprehensive technology 
displays.
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02. Exhibitors Showcase Strength and Expertise

A great number of exhibitors took part in ITCPE 
Guangzhou. The expo featured five specialized 
zones for digital printing, sewing & embroidery, 
eco-friendly dyeing & printing, intelligent seamless 
processing, as well as apparel fabrics and accesso-
ries, covering the whole industry chain comprehen-
sively.

1. Digital Printing Zone
Industrial direct-to-garment printers, digital trans-
fer printing equipment, intelligent printing solu-
tions and printing consumables.

2. Sewing & Embroidery Zone
High-speed computerized embroidery machines, 
laser embroidery machines, intelligent sewing 
equipment and seamless machinery.

3. Eco-friendly Dyeing & Printing Zone
Environment-friendly dyeing and printing technol-
ogies, chemical dyes and auxiliaries.

4. Intelligent Seamless Processing Zone
Seamless sewing technologies, personalized cus-
tomization solutions and DTF transfer solutions.

5. Apparel Fabrics & Accessories Zone
Fabrics, accessories, as well as various garment parts 
and supplies.

It realizes one-stop procurement services covering 
the whole process from fabric to finished garments, 
presenting the industry’s latest technologies, equip-
ment, materials and concepts to visitors in all as-
pects.

Highlights of 2026 ITCPE Guangzhou

03. Insightful Forums & Stunning Fashion 
Shows
Combining conferences and fashion shows, 
the expo perfectly integrated wisdom and 
trendiness, standing out as one of the major 
highlights.

2026 Intelligent Seamless Textile 
& Apparel Forum

It focused on cutting-edge technologies for 
intelligent seamless sewing, exploring how 
traceless craftsmanship sets new benchmarks 
for garment manufacturing.

2026 Digital Textile Innovation Summit

Hot topics including AI-enabled textile in-
dustry, personalized customization and intel-
ligent manufacturing sparked lively discus-
sions among all attendees, with the venue 
fully occupied.

2026 ITCPE Guangzhou 
Apparel Industrial Chain Innovation Forum

It focuses on collaborative innovation across 
the entire industrial chain, exploring the intel-
ligent upgrading pathway from fabrics to fin-
ished garments.



 27MAY - JUNE 2026 K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

2026 World Digital Textile Conference Guangzhou Summit

It brings together the latest insights from the global printing industry to discuss technological inno-
vations and future market trends of digital printing.

2026 GBA Printing, Embroidery & Fashion Trend Show

Blending traditional embroidery and modern craftsmanship perfectly, the shows ran for three con-
secutive days, fully showcasing the profound heritage and innovative vitality of China’s textile and 
apparel culture.

The 3rd Guangdong Textile Auxiliary Industry Association Work Report & Election Conference

04 Booming Signings & Robust Equip-
ment Sales

While visitor turnout reflects the exhibition’s 
popularity, deal closures embody its real 
strength.

This edition saw booming on-site signings. 
A large number of printing and embroidery 
machines were successfully sold, with the 
transaction rate rising sharply compared 
with previous events.

On the first day of the exhibition, numerous 
exhibitors of printing equipment reported 
frequent good news and closed deals one 
after another. 

Even right after the show hours ended, new 
orders kept coming in. Some exhibitors 
joked that they talked nonstop until their 
throats were sore, while the back-office staff 
were kept busy processing orders. 

They expressed hope for more of such “pleasant 
troubles”.

Embroidery machine exhibitors were equal-
ly impressive. Intelligent equipment including 
multi-head embroidery machines and garment 
computerized embroidery machines drew great 
attention. 

One exhibitor revealed that its new-generation 
high-speed embroidery machines secured mul-
tiple intended orders on the first day, with addi-
tional orders coming in afterwards.
In addition, enterprises specializing in laser 
equipment, inks and garment accessories also 
reaped fruitful results and secured a host of ten-
tative orders.

Statistics show that on-site orders rose markedly, 
with the transaction rate up by 42% year on year. 
The growth is attributed to precise business 
matching and efficient communication at the 
exhibition.
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The expo earned high praise from exhibitors 
and visitors alike. Attendees shared positive 
comments: “This is the most fruitful textile 
expo I have ever participated in. 

It features high-caliber clients, strong trans-
action volumes and remarkable international 
engagement.” “The four forums were full of 
practical takeaways, and the fashion shows 
were breathtaking. This visit has been well 
worthwhile.” 

“We welcomed a great many overseas buyers 
this year, many of whom came with orders 
ready. The overall performance far exceeded 
our expectations.” 

“ITCPE Guangzhou goes from strength to 
strength. We will definitely return next year.” 
All participants reaped rich rewards at the 
event.

05 Looking Ahead, Forging Ahead Hand in 
Hand

Since its inaugural edition in 2006, ITCPE 
Guangzhou has witnessed 21 fruitful years. As 
China’s pioneering and influential profession-
al exhibition covering textile & garment man-
ufacturing, printing, embroidery, sewing, dye-
ing & finishing, as well as garment accessories, 
it is far more than a trade show. 

It serves as a vital hub for exchanges and cooperation 
across the global industrial chain of textile, garment, 
printing, sewing, embroidery, dyeing, fabrics and ac-
cessories.

Going forward, ITCPE will continue to uphold the core 
philosophy: Boost Clients’ Competitiveness, Power Al-
lallinfo Forward. 
We will focus on cutting-edge sectors including textile 
printing, intelligent sewing & embroidery, eco-friendly 
dyeing & finishing, functional fabrics and accessories. 

We strive to build an elite international industry event 
with more professional visitors, larger exhibition scale 
and better participation outcomes.

Let us look forward to the grand opening of the 22nd 
ITCPE Guangzhou in 2027! We sincerely thank all ex-
hibitors, visitors, partners and media friends for your 
support and attention to the 2026 edition. See you in 
2027!



 29MAY - JUNE 2026 K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

emtec Showcases Tactile 

Sensation Analyzer at ITM 2026

Emtec Electronic GmbH is 
set to present its TSA Tac-
tile Sensation Analyzer 

at ITM 2026, introducing a da-
ta-driven approach to evaluat-
ing textile hand feel and wear-
ing comfort.

The company will exhibit at the 
Istanbul TÜYAP Fair and Con-
gress Center from June 9–13, 
alongside the Hightex exhibition 
for technical textiles and nonwo-
vens, reinforcing ITM’s position 
as a key global meeting point for 
the textile machinery sector.

Addressing Subjectivity in Tex-
tile Evaluation

One of the longstanding chal-
lenges in textile development 
has been the subjective nature 
of fabric assessment. 

Characteristics such as soft-
ness, smoothness, and comfort 
are often interpreted different-
ly across the value chain, lead-
ing to inconsistencies, repeated 
sampling, and increased devel-
opment costs.

emtec’s TSA system aims to 
eliminate this subjectivity by 
converting tactile properties 
into measurable, standardized 
data.

From Touch to Data

The TSA Tactile Sensation Ana-
lyzer captures key haptic pa-
rameters, including:

. Surface softness and smooth-
ness
. Stretch and recovery
. Compressibility
. Thermal behavior
These properties are translated 
into reproducible values, ena-
bling consistent communication 
between manufacturers, suppli-
ers, and customers worldwide.

Digital Integration with Virtual 
Haptic Library

The system is complemented by 
emtec’s Virtual Haptic Library, a 
cloud-based platform that allows 
users to store, compare, and re-
trieve digital fabric profiles.

This integration reduces reli-
ance on physical samples and 
helps minimize delays caused 
by logistics and miscommunica-
tion—two of the most persistent 
inefficiencies in textile product 
development.

Accelerating Development Cy-
cles

According to emtec, traditional 
textile development processes 
can take up to 20 weeks due to 
multiple sampling iterations and 
global shipping requirements.

By adopting TSA technology, 
companies may reduce develop-
ment timelines to as little as two 
weeks, while also lowering couri-
er costs and supporting sustain-
ability through reduced material 
waste.

A Tool for the Entire Value Chain

The TSA system is designed for use 
across multiple stages of the tex-
tile value chain, including research 
and development, quality control, 
sourcing, and sales.

Visitors to ITM 2026 will have the 
opportunity to explore the tech-
nology and engage with emtec 
representatives at Hall 10, Stand 
1002C.

A Shift Toward Data-Driven Tex-
tile Development

The introduction of objective hand 
feel measurement reflects a broad-
er industry shift toward digitalisa-
tion and standardisation.

As textile supply chains become 
more global and complex, technol-
ogies like TSA are expected to play 
a critical role in improving efficien-
cy, reducing costs, and enabling 
more consistent product develop-
ment outcomes.
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Andreas Rass of ZIMMER AUSTRIA: 

Camouflage Printing Is Becoming 

a Serious Industrial Growth Area

As part of our coverage of 
Techtextil and the upcoming 
ITM 2026 exhibition in Istan-

bul, I had the opportunity to speak 
with Mr. Andreas Rass, CEO of Zim-
mer Austria, about the current trans-
formation of the textile printing and 
technical textile industries.

During our discussion, Mr. Rass 
shared valuable insights regarding 
the growing importance of cam-
ouflage and military-related tex-
tile printing, the evolution of digital 
printing technologies, sustainability 
challenges, and the future direction 
of carpet, home textile, and technical 
textile production. 

He also discussed ZIMMER AUSTRIA’s 

strategic focus for upcoming exhibitions, including ITM 
2026 in Istanbul, where the company will showcase its 
latest developments in digital printing, coating, and car-
pet technologies.

In this interview, Andreas Rass explains how global mar-
ket conditions are reshaping investment priorities in 
the textile industry and why technologies such as cam-
ouflage printing, integrated process solutions, and ad-
vanced carpet printing systems are becoming increas-
ingly important for manufacturers worldwide.

Overall Experience at Techtextil 2026

How would you evaluate Zimmer’s overall participation 
at Techtextil 2026? What were your key takeaways from 
this year’s edition?

We evaluate our participation at Techtextil 2026 very 
positively. 
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The exhibition again confirmed its importance as a leading inter-
national platform for technical textiles, coating, and advanced 
production technologies. 

What stood out to us was not only the international reach of the 
show, but also the quality of discussions: many conversations 
were concrete, technically informed, and directly linked to real 
business opportunities and development projects. 

Techtextil and Texprocess 2026 brought together more than 
36,000 visitors and 1,700 exhibitors from 112 countries, which un-
derlines the scale and relevance of the platform.

For our Digital Printing Systems division, one topic stood out very 
clearly above all others: camouflage and military-related textile 
printing was the number one discussion topic at the booth. 

That was a very important signal for us. It showed that the mar-
ket is increasingly looking at resilient, regional, and trusted pro-
duction structures for technical and protective textile applica-
tions. 
For ZIMMER AUSTRIA, this confirms that digital printing for 
camouflage is no longer a niche subject, but a serious industrial 
growth area.

Market Atmosphere & Industry Sentiment

Despite global uncertainties and ongoing geopolitical challeng-
es, how would you describe the overall business atmosphere at 
the exhibition? Did you observe confidence in investment and 
new projects?

The atmosphere was serious, but constructive. Everyone in the 
industry is aware of the broader challenges — geopolitical ten-
sions, cost pressure, and uncertain market conditions — but at 
the exhibition we clearly saw that companies are still investing 
where technology creates strategic value. 

In that sense, the mood 
was not overly optimistic, 
but it was focused, realistic, 
and solution-driven. Messe 
Frankfurt’s final report also 
reflected this, highlighting 
strong visitor satisfaction, in-
creased exhibitor confidence 
in post-show business, and a 
clear focus on market-ready 
innovation.

We did see confidence 
in new projects, especial-
ly where customers can 
strengthen flexibility, im-
prove efficiency, and build 
more resilient supply chains. 
This is particularly relevant 
in technical and military tex-
tiles. 

For many Western tex-
tile producers, camouflage 
printing represents an op-
portunity to move into more 
advanced, specification-driv-
en, and higher-value appli-
cations. 

At the same time, it is also a 
major opportunity for West-
ern machinery manufactur-
ers, because these applica-
tions require dependable 
industrial systems, strong 
process know-how, and 
long-term service support.

Product Highlights & Mar-
ket Interest

Which of Zimmer Austria’s 
technologies or solutions at-
tracted the most attention 
during the exhibition?

On the digital side, camou-
flage printing clearly attract-
ed the strongest interest. 
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Customers were highly engaged by our 
positioning in military and defense-re-
lated textiles, especially because digi-
tal printing offers flexibility, fast design 
adaptation, and controlled, repeatable 
production on demanding technical 
substrates. 

That combination of customization and 
industrial repeatability is exactly what 
many producers are looking for today.

Alongside this, our COLARIS-TeX also at-
tracted strong attention, as did the full-
scale COLARIS print carriage with up to 
96 printheads, because both demon-
strate where industrial digital printing 
is heading: toward more usability, bet-
ter serviceability, stronger connectivity, 
and higher productivity.

In addition, we also saw continued 
strong market interest in our carpet 
printing solutions, where the combina-
tion of COLARIS and CHROMOJET re-
mains a major differentiator for custom-
ers looking for either high-resolution 
design freedom or robust, high-pene-
tration carpet printing performance.

Key Industry Trends

From your perspective, what are the 
key trends currently shaping the tech-
nical textiles and coating segment?

From my perspective, four trends are 
especially important right now. First, 
the market is moving decisively toward 
connected and smarter production, 
where ease of operation, data availabil-
ity, automation, and machine uptime 
become just as important as print qual-
ity itself. 

Second, sustainability and efficiency 
remain central, but customers are in-
creasingly demanding measurable 
industrial benefits — lower water use, 
lower energy consumption, and fewer 
process steps.

Third, we see strong momentum in advanced materials 
and functional applications, including mobility, protection, 
outdoor, and industrial textiles and fourth, there is a very 
clear shift toward complete process solutions. 

Customers do not want isolated machines; they want part-
ners who understand printing, coating, fixation, drying, 
and end-use performance as one integrated production 
concept. 

This is particularly true in camouflage printing, where dig-
ital printing becomes valuable only when combined with 
the right application know-how and process control.

Focus for Upcoming Exhibitions

Which key technologies or solutions will Zimmer focus on 
in upcoming exhibitions, particularly in Istanbul?

In upcoming exhibitions, we will continue to focus on the 
technologies that best represent our strength as a com-
plete solution provider: digital textile printing, carpet print-
ing, coating, finishing, and technical textile applications. 

After Techtextil, camouflage printing will certainly remain 
one of our strategic topics, because it clearly resonates 
with the market and represents a long-term industrial op-
portunity.
For Istanbul, however, the emphasis will be broader and 
more region-specific. 

There we will put stronger focus on carpet printing, carpet 
coating, and home textile applications, because these are 
highly relevant segments for Türkiye and the Middle East. 
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At the same time, we will contin-
ue to address military and camou-
flage-related printing as an addi-
tional opportunity for producers in 
the region to establish higher-value 
and more specialized textile supply 
chains.

Booth Highlights

What can visitors expect to see at 
Zimmer’s booth in Istanbul? Are 
there any specific highlights or new 
developments you plan to show-
case?

Visitors to our booth in Hall 4, Booth 
404C can expect a very applica-
tion-oriented presentation of ZIM-
MER AUSTRIA’s capabilities across 
digital printing, carpet printing, 
coating, and finishing. 

Our Digital Printing Systems team 
as well as our Screen Printing & 
Coating Systems specialists will be 
present, and the focus will be on real 
customer applications and com-
plete production concepts rather 
than stand-alone components.

The strongest emphasis in Istanbul 
will be on carpet and home textile 
solutions, because these are core 
industries in the region and import-
ant growth areas for us. 

That includes applications such as 
rugs, runners, tiles, mats, contract 
carpets, towels, blankets, uphol-
stery, and other home textile prod-
ucts.

At the same time, we will also con-
tinue to highlight military and cam-
ouflage-related digital printing as 
a pathway for regional producers 
who want to move beyond volume 
manufacturing and into more ad-
vanced, value-added segments.

Message to the Market

What message would you like to share with textile man-
ufacturers and industry professionals following Techtex-
til 2026?

My message is that this market still offers real opportu-
nities for companies that invest with focus and industrial 
clarity. 

Even in a difficult environment, we see strong potential 
wherever manufacturers improve flexibility, shorten re-
sponse times, and move into higher-value applications. 

That is true in traditional strengths such as carpet and 
home textiles, but also in more specialized areas such as 
technical and military-related textiles.

For Western textile producers, camouflage printing is a 
strong example of how new, higher-value supply chains 
can be built around trusted production capability and ap-
plication know-how and for Western machinery produc-
ers, it is a clear opportunity to provide the industrial plat-
forms that enable such production reliably and at scale. 

At the same time, in regions such as Türkiye and the Mid-
dle East, we believe the combination of strong carpet and 
home textile know-how with emerging military and tech-
nical applications can create a very attractive path toward 
more differentiated and resilient manufacturing.
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Rieter at ITM 2026: Spinning Redefined 

with Automationand Intelligence

. Barmag and Rieter exhibit side by side

. Barmag showcase innovations across all man-made fiber processes

. Towards the fully automated spinning mill with automation and digitization

. Universal compacting solution COMPACT4

. Leading the way in combing preparation with the OMEGAlap E 40

. Convincing customer results with rotor spinning machine R 70

. AI solutions for most productive card C 81

. Latest technological breakthroughs in spinning recycled fibers

Spinning mills need solutions 
that deliver stability, efficiency 
and future-proof performance. 

Rieter has put together a powerful 
portfolio for ITM 2026 in Istanbul, Türki-
ye. These innovations give customers 
the tools to enhance cost efficiency, 
improve responsiveness and actively 
develop their competitive edge. 

Step-by-step, Rieter is moving closer 
to its Vision 2027 – the fully automated 
spinning mill. 
With each new technology, Rieter 
enables spinning mills worldwide to 
operate with greater precision and re-
liability, ensuring they remain at the 
forefront of an increasingly demand-
ing global market.

This year marks a milestone: Rieter 
and Barmag are exhibiting side by 
side for the first time. By combining 
230 years of Rieter’s spinning innova-
tion with Barmag’s world-class man-
made fiber technologies, customers 
can make full use of Rieter’s leader-
ship as system provider for natural 
and man-made fibers.

Barmag showcases innovations 
across all man-made fiber processes

As a technology leader in chemical 

fiber equipment, Barmag will present its complete portfolio of 
systems for filament yarn, staple fiber, and nonwoven produc-
tion, as well as solutions for the net-worked factory. 

Barmag will unveil the semi-automated winding machine 
WINGS POY 2.0, featuring an automatic string-up function – a 
long-awaited feature in the market. 

In addition, Barmag will highlight the manual texturing ma-
chine eFK EvoSmart which enables energy-efficient yarn pro-
duction while ensuring the highest yarn quality. Another focus 
will be on Neumag’s EVOSteam process, which includes two 
new developments.
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Towards the fully automated spinning mill 
with automation and digitization

Rieter will be presenting solutions that ena-
ble a step-by-step implementation of the fully 
automated spinning mill for the production of 
ring and compact yarn. 

Highlights include efficient bale transport, 
automated can transport and fully automatic 
packaging solutions, such as steaming, pal-
letizing and labeling. 
In the field of digitization, Rieter offers various 
ESSENTIAL modules to meet different require-
ments. 

This gives spinning mill employees – from 
management to machine operators – a solid 
basis for making decisions on how to optimize 
yarn production.

Universal compacting 
solution COMPACT4

COMPACT4 is the innovative compacting solu-
tion that sets new benchmarks for flexibility, 
reliability and spinning efficiency. 

With a fine-tuned spinning geometry, it pro-
duces compact yarns with the best quality. 
The solution’s extremely low maintenance, 
minimal downtime, and low energy consump-
tion ensure spinning mills benefit from out-
standing cost-effectiveness in daily mill use.

Leading the way in combing preparation 
with the OMEGAlap E 40

The new combing preparation machine OME-
GAlap E 40 produces 800 kg/h, 33% more than 
its predecessor – thanks to the rapid lap chang-
ing. At the same time, it has 30% lower energy 
and 63% lower compressed air consumption. 

Maintenance and cleaning are especially easy, 
representing a clear advantage for operating 
personnel.

Convincing customer results with rotor spin-
ning machine R 70

The rotor spinning machine R 70 boosts pro-
ductivity by 7 to 15% while reliably delivering 
superior yarn quality. 

It processes high shares of non-virgin material mixes at 
full speed, supported by advanced fiber and air-guiding 
components. 

Unique pneumatic rotor-cleaning at every piecing ensures 
consistent quality. Energy use drops by up to 10% thanks 
to innovative low-vacuum technology, and well-accessi-
ble components simplify maintenance to keep availability 
high.

AI solutions for the most productive card C 81

The Rieter card C 81, equipped with artificial intelligence, 
is bringing about a revolution in fiber preparation. One 
groundbreaking feature is the Carding Gap Control CGC 
which creates ideal conditions for nep reduction and yarn 
quality. 

In addition, the Trash Level Monitor TLM keeps the trash 
level under control when processing natural fibers, there-
by unlocking maximum fiber yield and the full potential of 
the card. Both solutions are also available as retrofit.

Latest technological breakthroughs 
in spinning recycled fibers

Rieter works closely with partners and fiber manufactur-
ers on the topic of spinning recycled fibers. Latest tech-
nologies significantly increase the efficiency and quality of 
processing textile waste into valuable new yarns, support-
ing a more circular textile value chain.

Rieter and its subsidiaries Accotex, Bräcker, Graf, Novibra, 
Suessen, SSM and Temco will present its latest innova-
tions at ITM 2026 in Istanbul, Türkiye, from June 9 to 13, in 
Hall 7, Booth 702, alongside Barmag in Hall 7, Booth 704. 

By combining state-of-the-art technologies and prod-
ucts with top-quality services, Rieter empowers spinning 
mills to produce more efficiently, more flexibly and more 
cost-effectively.

Rieter at ITM 2026: Spinning Redefined 

with Automationand Intelligence
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Can Africa’s $164 Billion Sovereign 

Wealth Funds Accelerate 

Textile Industrialization?

Introduction: Africa’s Industrial Story Is Beginning to Change

For decades, Africa’s position within the global economy was largely 
defined by the export of raw materials. 
Minerals, metals, oil, agricultural commodities, and cotton left the 

continent in enormous volumes, while much of the value-added industrial 
production took place elsewhere.

Today, however, a different conversation is slowly emerging across the 
continent.
Governments, industrial institutions, and regional economic planners are 
increasingly discussing how Africa can move beyond the role of raw ma-
terial supplier and build stronger manufacturing ecosystems capable of 
supporting long-term industrial growth. 

One of the most important driv-
ers behind this shift may come 
from a source that, at first glance, 
appears unrelated to textiles: 
sovereign wealth funds.

Across Africa, sovereign invest-
ment funds now control assets 
estimated at more than $164 bil-
lion. 

While much of the recent glob-
al attention surrounding these 
funds focuses on mining, ener-
gy, and infrastructure develop-
ment, the broader implications 
for manufacturing industries—
including textiles and apparel—
could become highly significant 
over the next decade.

Because industrial transforma-
tion rarely remains limited to a 
single sector.
When countries begin strength-
ening industrial financing sys-
tems, infrastructure investment, 
logistics networks, and long-
term development strategies, 
textile manufacturing often be-
comes one of the first industries 
capable of expanding rapidly 
alongside broader economic 
modernization.

Why the Textile Industry Could 
Benefit From This Transforma-
tion

The textile and apparel sector has 
historically played a central role 
in industrial development across 
many emerging economies.

Countries such as China, Ban-
gladesh, Türkiye, India, and Viet-
nam used textile manufacturing 
not only as an export engine, but 
also as a foundation for industri-
al employment, urban growth, 
technology transfer, and broader 
manufacturing expansion. 
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Textile production created industri-
al ecosystems that later supported 
more advanced sectors.

Africa already possesses several of 
the structural advantages neces-
sary for textile growth.

The continent has:
. major cotton-producing regions,
. large labor availability,
. growing domestic consumer mar-
kets,
. strategic geographic positioning 
between Europe, the Middle East, 
and Asia,
. and increasing regional trade inte-
gration.

Yet despite these advantages, 
large-scale textile industrialization 
across many African economies 
has historically remained slower 
than expected.One of the main rea-
sons has been financing.

Building a competitive textile in-
dustry requires far more than low 
labor costs. 
Modern textile manufacturing de-
pends heavily on infrastructure, lo-
gistics, energy reliability, machinery 
investment, industrial parks, trans-
portation systems, and long-term 
capital availability. 

Without these foundations, facto-

ries often struggle to scale effi-
ciently even when labor advan-
tages exist.

This is precisely where sovereign 
wealth funds could begin chang-
ing the industrial landscape.

Africa Is Beginning to Focus 
More on Value Addition

One of the most important eco-
nomic shifts taking place across 
Africa is the growing emphasis on 
value-added production.

For many years, numerous African 
economies remained dependent 
on exporting raw commodities 
while importing finished industri-
al products at significantly higher 
value levels. 

Increasingly, governments are 
now trying to reverse that imbal-
ance by encouraging domestic 
processing and manufacturing 
development.

This transition is already becom-
ing visible in sectors linked to 
mining, metals processing, fertil-
izers, and industrial production. 

The same logic can eventually ex-
tend much more aggressively into 
textile manufacturing.

Cotton is perhaps the clearest ex-
ample. 
Africa is already an important 
global cotton producer, yet a 
large share of that cotton still 
leaves the continent without 
passing through advanced spin-
ning, weaving, dyeing, or gar-
ment manufacturing systems. As 
a result, much of the higher-val-
ue textile production remains 
concentrated elsewhere.

If sovereign wealth funds begin 
supporting investments in spin-
ning mills, textile parks, garment 
manufacturing hubs, logistics 
corridors, and industrial infra-
structure, the continent could 
gradually capture larger portions 
of the textile value chain internal-
ly.

This would not only strengthen 
exports, but also increase indus-
trial employment and reduce 
dependency on raw commodity 
exports alone.

The Global Sourcing Landscape 
Is Also Changing

The timing of this industrial dis-
cussion is particularly important 
because the global textile indus-
try itself is entering a period of 
structural transition.
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International brands and sourcing companies are increasing-
ly reevaluating supply chain concentration risks after years of 
geopolitical instability, logistics disruptions, rising Asian pro-
duction costs, and global transportation volatility. Many com-
panies are now actively exploring supply chain diversification 
strategies to reduce dependence on a limited number of 
sourcing regions.

As a result, Africa is receiving growing attention as a potential 
manufacturing destination.
Countries such as Egypt and Morocco already play important 
roles in textile and apparel exports, particularly due to their 
geographic proximity to European markets. 

Ethiopia, despite facing challenges in recent years, demon-
strated how rapidly international apparel manufacturing in-
vestment could flow into African markets when industrial pol-
icy and infrastructure align effectively.

Meanwhile, countries across East and West Africa are increas-
ingly positioning themselves as future industrial manufactur-
ing destinations.

What has often been missing, however, is the large-scale fi-
nancial structure capable of supporting long-term industrial 
ecosystems.
This is where sovereign wealth funds may become strategical-
ly important.

Industrial Financing Is Becoming 
a Competitive Advantage

One of the major challenges in tex-
tile manufacturing is that industrial 
development requires patience.

Spinning mills, weaving facilities, 
dyeing operations, and integrated 
textile parks require significant up-
front investment while returns may 
take years to fully materialize. 

Many private investors remain 
cautious about entering markets 
where infrastructure development 
is still evolving or where industrial 
ecosystems are not yet fully ma-
ture.

Sovereign wealth funds operate 
differently from short-term specu-
lative capital.

In many cases, these funds are de-
signed specifically to support long-
term national development objec-
tives. 

This allows them to participate in 
infrastructure-heavy sectors that 
may initially appear too slow or 
capital intensive for purely private 
financing models.

If parts of these investment struc-
tures begin supporting textile in-
dustrialization directly or indirect-
ly, they could help create a more 
stable foundation for manufactur-
ing growth across multiple African 
economies.

Even investments initially focused 
on mining or energy can indirect-
ly support textile expansion by im-
proving electricity access, logistics 
systems, transportation infrastruc-
ture, and industrial connectivity.

For textile manufacturing, these 
foundational improvements are of-
ten just as important as factory in-
vestment itself.
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Can Africa Build Integrated 
Textile Ecosystems?

The larger question is no longer whether Af-
rica can participate in textile manufacturing.
That question has already been answered.

African countries are already producing gar-
ments, processing cotton, and participating 
in global sourcing networks. 

The more important question now is whether 
the continent can move beyond fragment-
ed production structures and gradually build 
fully integrated textile ecosystems capable of 
competing internationally at larger scale.
That would require much deeper industrial 
coordination.

Successful textile ecosystems depend on 
close integration between cotton production, 
spinning, weaving, dyeing, finishing, garment 
manufacturing, logistics, export systems, 
technical training, and energy infrastructure. 

Countries that successfully developed tex-
tile industries in Asia spent decades building 
these interconnected industrial structures.
Africa may now be entering an earlier version 
of that same process.

The growing role of sovereign industrial cap-
ital could become one of the missing pieces 
necessary to accelerate this transition.

The Future Textile Industry May Be Built 
Around Regional Industrialization

Another important shift taking place global-
ly is the increasing regionalization of manu-
facturing.faster delivery, lower logistics risk, 
improved sustainability and greater supply 
chain resilience.

Africa’s geographic positioning gives it signifi-
cant long-term potential in this environment.

North African countries already benefit from 
strong proximity to Europe, while East African 
regions increasingly attract attention for la-

bor-intensive manufacturing potential. 

West Africa, with its cotton production capabil-
ities and expanding infrastructure discussions, 
may also become more important over time.

If sovereign wealth funds begin supporting 
broader industrial strategies rather than focus-
ing exclusively on extractive industries, textiles 
could become one of the sectors most capable 
of generating large-scale employment and ex-
port diversification simultaneously.

Conclusion: A Strategic Industrial 
Opportunity Is Emerging

At first glance, discussions surrounding sover-
eign wealth funds may appear primarily con-
nected to mining, energy, and infrastructure.

But the long-term implications may extend far 
beyond natural resources.
Industrial financing has the power to reshape 
manufacturing ecosystems, and textile produc-
tion has historically been one of the industries 
most capable of translating industrial invest-
ment into large-scale economic activity.

Africa already possesses many of the structur-
al ingredients necessary for textile expansion. 
What has often been missing is the financial 
and industrial infrastructure capable of sup-
porting long-term manufacturing ecosystems 
at scale.

The emergence of stronger sovereign invest-
ment structures may now begin changing that 
reality.

Whether Africa can fully capitalize on this op-
portunity will depend on infrastructure devel-
opment, industrial coordination, political stabil-
ity, education systems, and long-term strategic 
planning. But one thing is becoming increas-
ingly clear: the conversation around Africa’s 
future is gradually shifting away from raw ma-
terial exports alone and toward industrial trans-
formation and textiles may ultimately become 
one of the sectors most capable of benefiting 
from that transition.
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Tradition and Innovation – Phoenox Textiles 

Ltd. relies on state-of-the-art carpet back-

coating line from Brückner

For more than 70 years, Phoenox Textiles Ltd. has 
been synonymous with quality, reliability, and inno-
vation in the textile industry. 

Founded in 1954 in Huddersfield (Yorkshire, UK), a region 
with a long tradition in textiles, this family-owned busi-
ness has continued to evolve without losing sight of its 
roots. 
Today, in its fourth generation under the leadership of the 
Mosley family, Phoenox successfully combines decades of 
experience with a clear, forward-looking corporate strat-
egy. 

Over the course of its history, Phoenox has increasingly 
specialized in the production of carpets, floor mats, and 
play rugs. 

Approximately 80 percent of the product portfolio is still 
manufactured at the headquarters in Huddersfield—a 
clear commitment to the location and to creating value 
within the UK.
To meet the growing demands of the market, streamline 
production processes, and tap into new business areas, 
Phoenox decided to make a strategic investment in a 
state-of-the-art carpet back-coating line. 

The goal was to expand production capacity while ensur-
ing the highest quality standards on an ongoing basis. 

Following intensive project planning and 
consultation, the leading textile machin-
ery manufacturer Brückner was selected 
as the technology partner. 

The decision to partner with the German 
family-owned company proved to be a 
gamechanger: the installed state-of-the-
art coating line impressed with its perfor-
mance and reliability shortly after com-
missioning. 

Even during the start-up phase, the sys-
tem not only met but actually exceeded 
the contractually agreed-upon produc-
tion targets.

Throughout the entire project, Brückner 
proved to be an extremely competent, 
solution-oriented, and trustworthy part-
ner. 

In particular, the close collaboration, tech-
nical expertise, and high quality of service 
contributed significantly to the project’s 
success. 

Phoenox also looks to the future with op-
timism and is confident that it has a long-
term partner in Brückner. 

In addition to state-of-the-art plant tech-
nology, the collaboration also focuses on 
ongoing technical consulting, reliable 
maintenance, targeted upgrades, and 
rapid spare parts supply.

With this investment, Phoenox Textiles 
is making a strong statement of its com-
mitment to combining tradition and 
innovation and continuing to operate 
successfully as a leading provider in the 
international market.
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Syre Expands Partnership with Target 

to Scale Recycled Materials

Syre has announced an 
expanded collaboration 
with Target to accelerate 

the adoption of next-generation 
recycled materials across global 
retail, marking a significant step 
toward scalable circular textile 
solutions.

The partnership focuses on in-
tegrating textile-to-textile recy-
cled polyester into high-volume 
product categories, including 
apparel and home textiles.

Driving Circularity at 
Industrial Scale

The collaboration is expected to 
enable the use of approximately 
70,000 metric tons of polyester 
derived from end-of-life textiles, 
supporting the transition to-
ward circular material systems 
across retail supply chains.

By embedding recycled poly-
ester into mainstream prod-
uct lines, the initiative aims to 
move beyond niche sustainabil-
ity efforts and into large-scale 
commercial application, with 
meaningful product integration 
targeted by 2030.

Strengthening Retail 
Supply Chains

Dennis Nobelius, CEO of Syre, 
emphasized the importance 
of scaling innovation through 
partnerships:

“This collaboration helps accel-
erate adoption and supports 
the continued development of 
circular textile solutions across 
the industry.”

From Target’s perspective, the 
initiative aligns with growing 
consumer demand for sustain-
able products without compro-
mising design or affordability. 

Stephanie Grotta, Vice Presi-
dent of Responsible Sourcing 
and Sustainable Capabilities at 
Target, highlighted the strate-
gic importance of material in-
novation in strengthening sup-
ply chains.

Building the Infrastructure for 
Next-Generation Materials

The partnership comes as Syre 
advances plans for its first 
large-scale textile recycling fa-

cility, expected to begin construc-
tion in Southeast Asia in 2027. 

The facility will play a key role in 
scaling textile-to-textile recycling 
technologies and supporting glob-
al demand.
In parallel, Syre continues to ex-
pand its network of industry part-
ners, including major brands such 
as H&M Group and Nike, all work-
ing toward accelerating circular 
textile adoption.

A Strategic Shift Toward 
Circular Textiles

The expanded collaboration re-
flects a broader industry shift to-
ward securing access to alternative 
materials and reducing depen-
dence on virgin polyester.

As brands increasingly face regu-
latory pressure and sustainability 
expectations, partnerships like this 
are becoming critical to achiev-
ing both environmental goals and 
long-term commercial viability.

Scaling the Future of 
Textile Recycling

While the initiative represents a 
major step forward, the real chal-
lenge will be execution at scale—
particularly in building the infra-
structure, supply chains, and cost 
structures required for widespread 
adoption.

If successful, the Syre–Target part-
nership could serve as a blueprint 
for how circular textile solutions 
move from innovation to industry 
standard.
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Itema to showcase Weaving 
Excellence at ITM 2026

From June 9 to 13, Itema will 
exhibit at ITM 2026 in Istanbul 
(Hall 8 – Stand 806D), unveil-

ing a distinctive exhibition concept 
designed to highlight the Com-
pany’s expertise across the entire 
weaving value chain.

For this year’s edition, Itema will in-
troduce an innovative stand expe-
rience built around two core areas: 
advanced weaving and spare parts 
solutions and an immersive textile 
gallery featuring fabrics produced 
by Itema Customers worldwide.

Textile Gallery Showcases Fabrics 
Produced on Itema Machines

At the heart of the stand, the tex-
tile gallery will present a curated 
selection of fabrics woven on Itema 
machines, offering visitors the op-
portunity to experience first-hand 

the versatility, quality, and tex-
tile capabilities of the Itema 
weaving machines, achievable 
across a wide range of applica-
tions and market segments. 

The fabrics on display come 
from collections that our cus-
tomers have presented to in-
ternational brands, and fea-
ture particularly refined textile 
characteristics, such as com-
plex constructions and the use 
of delicate, precious, or recy-
cled yarns.

Alongside the fabric exhibition, 
the weaving solutions area will 
spotlight some of Itema’s lat-
est innovations, including the 
MEC-T mechanical tuckers and 
the iSAVER® waste selvedge 
removal system available up to 
6 colors. 

Developed to support more 
sustainable weaving processes, 
iSAVER® contributes to opti-
mized resource usage and im-
proved operational efficiency.

Special focus will also be ded-
icated to Itema’s OEM spare 
parts offering – including 
components for legacy Itema 
brands – underlining the im-
portance of genuine parts in 
ensuring long-term machine 
performance, reliability, and 
productivity. 

Visitors will also have the op-
portunity to explore the Hel-
loItema customer portal and 
discover the advantages of 
Itema’s integrated spare parts 
ecosystem.

Türkiye has long represented a 
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strategic market for Itema, with strong partner-
ships across key textile segments including cur-
tains, home textiles, apparel, denim, and technical 
fabrics. 

Through continuous technological innovation 
and customer support, Itema remains commit-
ted to helping Turkish manufacturers achieve 
high-quality weaving performance and produc-
tion efficiency. 

Supported by the strong local organization of Ite-
ma Türkiye, Customers benefit from responsive 
technical assistance, frequent on-site service vis-
its, and rapid OEM spare parts availability, helping 
reduce unplanned downtime and support safe, 
reliable, and continuous mill operations.

Pamir Özaltan, Itema Türkiye Managing Director 
commented: “ITM represents an important op-
portunity to meet with our Customers and part-

ners and strengthen the relationships we 
have built over the years. 

The exhibition concept we are presenting re-
flects the close collaboration between Itema 
and the Turkish textile industry, as well as the 
weaving excellence that this partnership con-
tinues to generate.”

Matteo Mutti, Itema Group Chief Sales & Ser-
vice Officer and Itemalab Head of Textile In-
novation added: “With this year’s presence 
at ITM, we want to emphasize the tangible 
results our technology enables and the value 
we create throughout the weaving process – 
from machine performance to the final fab-
ric.”

Visitors are invited to discover Itema’s tex-
tile gallery and weaving solutions at Hall 8 
– Stand 806D.
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Santoni China Group to showcase 

integrated technology ecosystem at 
ITM Istanbul 2026

Santoni China Group will participate in ITM Is-
tanbul 2026, presenting a fully integrated 
technology ecosystem for the global circular 

knitting industry. 

The group will showcase a comprehensive innova-
tion strategy that spans machinery, digitalization, 
and production intelligence across the entire value 
chain.

Under the guiding theme “Machines Evolved · Intel-
ligence Delivered”, Santoni China Group will demon-
strate how advanced engineering, intelligent man-
ufacturing, and digital infrastructure converge to 
enable more efficient, transparent, and futureready 
textile production.

At ITM 2026, the Group will unite its key brands un-
der one roof, including Santoni (Shanghai) Knitting 

Machinery Co., Ltd., Terrot Textilmaschinen 
GmbH, and Jingmei Science and Technology 
Co., Ltd., alongside additional specialized en-
tities. 

Together, they represent the full spectrum of 
circular knitting technologies and a unified 
global innovation approach.

A key focus of the presentation will be a se-
lection of flagship machines designed for 
high-performance double-knit and inter-
lock applications, including:

. Santoni PULSAR 2.8 OPEN 34″ E24 96F – true 
double-face structure

. Terrot I3P 196-F BW-34″ E24 108F (open 
width) – high-tech double-face fabric
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. Jingmei JTB-P 34″ E24 108F – interlock fab-
ric technology

. Jingmei JTB-P 34″ E24 (open width) – 5-lay-
er fabric capability

These exhibits reflect the Group’s differenti-
ated brand positioning and application-driv-
en engineering expertise across global mar-
kets.

Santoni Technology Expands 
Digital Textile Innovation

In addition, Santoni China Group will pres-
ent its advanced component and digital 
solutions. SMC/Qiguan cylinder manufactur-
ing capabilities highlight high-precision en-
gineering and global availability. 

By combining German engineering exper-
tise with strong local manufacturing struc-
tures, SMC delivers reliable cylinder solutions 
compatible with a wide range of circular 
knitting machines worldwide.

Complementing the hardware portfolio, 
the SANTONI KNITTING INDUSTRIAL IN-
TERNET PLATFORM (KIIP) will demonstrate 
the Group’s digital ecosystem, enabling re-
al-time production monitoring, data-driven 
decision-making, and process optimization 
for modern textile manufacturing environ-
ments.

“By integrating machinery, material exper-
tise, and digital intelligence, we are building 
a scalable and future-oriented production 
ecosystem for the textile industry,” said a 
company spokesperson. 

“ITM Istanbul provides an important interna-
tional platform to present this approach to 
global industry stakeholders.”

The participation also underscores the stra-
tegic importance of Turkey and surround-
ing regions as key growth markets in textile 
manufacturing. 

ITM 2026 further offers a valuable opportu-
nity to strengthen existing partnerships and 
develop new international collaborations.

Industry professionals are invited to visit San-
toni China Group at Booth 314, Hall 3 to expe-
rience the latest innovations firsthand.
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Global Sourcing Expo Sydney 
Returns with 600+ Exhibitors

The highly anticipated Global 
Sourcing Expo Sydney returns 
on 16 to18 June, delivering an 

unmatched opportunity for fashion 
brands, retailers, wholesalers and 
sourcing professionals to connect di-
rectly with global manufacturers, dis-
cover new suppliers, and gain critical 
industry insights, all without leaving 
Australia.

Global Sourcing Expo Sydney Arrives 
in Less Than One Month Featuring 
600+ Exhibitors, Seminar Program 
and New Interactive Learning Lab

Co-located with the China Clothing 
Textiles & Accessories Expo, the event 
will feature 600+ exhibitors from 
across the globe, transforming the 
International Convention Centre Syd-
ney into a world-class sourcing desti-
nation.

Visitors can explore suppliers from countries including 
South Africa, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, the United States, 
Vietnam, Australia, Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, Nepal, In-
donesia and Kenya, across textiles, apparel, accessories, 
footwear, and home furnishings.

The Expo’s free-to-attend trade floor offers a rare opportu-
nity for businesses to compare products, capabilities, pric-
ing structures and MOQs side-by-side, while building genu-
ine relationships directly with manufacturers and suppliers.

Global Sourcing Seminar Program Returns

Beyond the expansive exhibition floor, the Global Sourcing 
Expo continues to deliver one of the industry’s most re-
spected professional learning programs, offering practical 
insights into the challenges and opportunities shaping the 
modern fashion and sourcing landscape.

Hosted across all three show days and MCed by renowned 
fashion business journalist Patty Huntington, the Global 
Sourcing Seminar program will feature leading voices from 
across the industry, including:
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• Marianne Perkovic, Executive Chair, Aus-
tralian Fashion Council (AFC)
• Alex Schuman, CEO, Carla Zampatti 
Fashion
• Natasa Pitra-Grbic, Creative Director, PI-
TRA
• and many more industry experts and in-
novators.

Sessions will cover some of the industry’s 
most pressing and relevant topics, in-
cluding AI, sustainability, sourcing strat-
egy, innovation and the future of fashion 
retail. Designed to provide practical and 
commercially relevant insights, seminar 
sessions are available for $40 + GST per 
session.

New for this year is the Learning Lab 
Program, a free, interactive series of 
drop-in sessions designed for today’s 
busy sourcing professionals. Positioned 
live on the show floor, the Learning Lab 
offers practical, bite-sized insights visi-
tors can engage with between meet-
ings and appointments.

Featuring Ask the Expert sessions, dis-
cussions and real-world case studies, 
the Learning Lab creates opportunities 
for attendees to interact more close-
ly with industry leaders, ask questions 
directly and walk away with actionable 
ideas they can apply immediately to 
their business.
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For businesses wanting a deeper strategic 
learning experience, the final day of the Expo 
will feature the Global Sourcing Summit Mas-
terclass with industry expert Jude Kingston.

Titled From Concept to Commercial Success: 
Building a Scalable, Sustainable Fashion Busi-
ness, the full-day masterclass is designed to 
help fashion brands transform creative ideas 
into scalable, commercially successful and 
sustainable businesses.

Through practical frameworks, guided exer-
cises and real-world case studies, participants 
will strengthen sourcing decisions, refine 
sales strategies, embed sustainability in com-
mercially viable ways and build the systems 
needed for long-term growth. 

The session is interactive, highly practical and 
tailored to the realities of the modern fash-
ion industry, with guided pathways suitable 
for both emerging designers and established 
brands. The full-day masterclass is priced at 
$395 + GST.

The Global Sourcing Expo Sydney continues to 
cement its position as Australia’s leading desti-
nation for global sourcing, industry education 
and meaningful business connections.

With the show taking place in less than one 
month, now is the time to explore the exhibi-
tor list, secure your place at the Global Sourcing 
Seminars, plan your Learning Lab sessions, dis-
cover the full-day masterclass with Jude Kings-
ton, and start mapping out your visit.
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Milan Fashion & Jewels at Seoul Fashion Week: 

opportunities for Italian brands in South Korea

Milano Fashion & Jew-
els and Milan Loves 
Seoul are redefining 

the concept of internation-
alization through runway 
shows, networking, and new 
retail scenarios.

Milano Fashion & Jewels is 
heading to Seoul Fashion 
Week with a project dedicat-
ed to Italian brands, designed 
to support a structured entry 
into the Korean market.

Starting in February 2026, 
Milano Fashion & Jewels 
launched a collaboration 
with Milan Loves Seoul with 
the aim of strengthening the 

dialogue between Italy and 
South Korea and fostering new 
international development op-
portunities for Made in Italy 
brands. 

The Milano Fashion & Jewels x 
Milan Loves Seoul project of-
fers Italian brands a compre-
hensive internationalization 
pathway combining exhibi-
tion, networking, and runway 
presence in Seoul.

A selection of five Italian brands 
will take part in an exclusive 
experience during Seoul Fash-
ion Week, within a format de-
signed to maximize visibility, 
relationships, and positioning.
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A project spanning late Au-
gust to September 2026

The initiative unfolds be-
tween late August and Sep-
tember 2026 through a 
program of activities that in-
cludes:

. Curated exhibition in the 
heart of Seoul

. Networking with buyers and 
international industry profes-
sionals

. Participation in Seoul Fash-
ion Week

. Retail opportunities in the 
Korean market

Exhibition in the 
heart of Seoul

From August 26 to Septem-
ber 5, 2026, the brands will be 
hosted at the Seoul Jewelry 
Support Center, located in a 
traditional hanok in the his-
toric city center.

The curated exhibition con-
cept is designed to enhance 
product value through cul-
tural storytelling rather than 
a traditional trade fair ap-
proach, strengthening brand 
positioning.

Networking with key play-
ers at Seoul Fashion Week

On September 5, 2026, the 
venue will host a networking 
event with buyers, industry 
operators, and guests attend-
ing Seoul Fashion Week.

This represents a strategic opportunity to engage directly with 
the Korean market and build high-level international relation-
ships.

International runway visibility

On September 3, 2026, the brands will take part in a fashion 
show organized during Seoul Fashion Week.

Selected jewelry pieces will be styled with creations by Italian 
designers and showcased on the runway before a qualified au-
dience of buyers, international press, and influencers, turning 
the product into an active element of a contemporary narra-
tive.

Pop-up store in Gangnam: access to the Korean retail market
From September 12 to 19, 2026, brands will also have the op-
portunity to participate in a pop-up store in Gangnam, one of 
Seoul’s main shopping districts.

This initiative combines visibility with a concrete commercial 
dimension, allowing brands to directly test the potential of the 
Korean market.



https://saurer.com/en
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Saurer at ITM 2026: 

Answering Markets Needs 

for Flexibility

The textile industry is facing unprecedented challenges: 
geopolitical tensions, natural disasters and pandemics and 
are changing market conditions overnight. Today, flexibili-

ty is no longer an option, but a survival strategy. 

At the ITM 2026 in Istanbul, Saurer will be demonstrating how 
modern machine technology delivers flexibility – from bale to 
yarn – in hall 7 at booth 709 A.

Five spinning systems for flexible decisions 
and a wide range of materials

The Saurer machines follow the E³ concept, being optimised for 
energy-saving, economics and ergonomics, and offering real cus-
tomer value. As the only supplier in the industry to offer all five 
end-spinning systems, Saurer helps customers plan their opti-
mised yarn production layout. 

These are ring spinning (Zinser 51), compact spinning (Zinser 

51 Zpact FX), worsted spinning 
(Zinser 451), air spinning (Autoai-
ro) and rotor spinning (Autocoro 
11 and BD 8).

In addition to production flexibil-
ity, the market demands the ca-
pability to process a wide range 
of fibres and yarn counts. 

Saurer machines can process all 
of these, including cotton and 
wool, synthetic fibres, high-per-
formance materials such as ara-
mid, and recycled or regenerated 
fibres – from bale to yarn.

Pre-spinning for all applications

The Saurer pre-spinning product 
portfolio offers several options for 
either mass production or flexible 
lots. 

Different combinations of open-
ing and carding, using modern 
technology and digital control, 
ensure the best possible quality 
of sliver for subsequent process-
es in the spinning mill.
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At ITM, Saurer will present the Auto-
card SC8: a high-performance card de-
signed to meet the demands for flexi-
bility of modern spinning mills. 

With a carding area of 4.8 m², a carding 
width of 1.38 m, and a cylinder diameter 
of 1.46 m, the Autocard SC8 delivers su-
perior sliver quality, higher productivity, 
while optimising energy efficiency. 

Its smart design with optimised lick-
er-in and doffer positioning extends the 
length of the carding section, giving 
spinning mills the flexibility to adapt to 
different raw materials and fibre types 
– including recycled fibres – without 
compromising on quality or output.

Zinser 51 Zpact FX for unlimited flex-
ibility

The Zinser 51 is the longest ring frame 
on the market, with up to 2,200 spindles 
for universal yarn counts (except for 
very coarse yarn) and is already running 
successfully in Türkiye.

The Zpact FX is the universal, modular, 
highly flexible compact system from 

Saurer that can be used for a wide range of yarn counts and 
applications. 

It is suitable for high-speed spinning, siro and core yarns. 
Even yarns with low twist can be spun at high speeds to 
fulfil customers’ lower hairiness requirements on Zinser 51 
Zpact FX. 

Spinning mills can quickly adapt to market needs because 
they can easily switch between compact and conventional 
spinning.

Autocoro 11 with Duo Sliver Feeding at ITM

Two slivers can be blended directly on the Autocoro 11 ma-
chine with the help of two opening rollers – adjustable in 
smallest increments. The result is cost-effective production 
of coloured mélange yarns, especially in smaller batches, 
with maximum reproducibility. 

This is a revolution for manufacturers who need to react 
quickly to fashion trends, customer requirements, or the 
processing of recycled materials.

Fashionable yarns in flexible production

Thanks to the Multilot function, multiple lots can be pro-
cessed simultaneously on a single machine during rotor 
spinning (Autocoro 11 and BD 8), air-spinning (Autoairo) and 
twisting (TC2), allowing orders to be redistributed flexibly. 
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Short set-up times ensure that product changes keep 
pace with the market. Fancynation software enables 
any fancy yarns to be produced on ring and rotor spin-
ning machines, providing a direct lever for differentia-
tion and new market opportunities.

Increased flexibility with world-class components

Components from the Texparts product line ensure 
excellence in spinning. The world’s most versatile 
short-staple weighting arm series, the PK 2630, is avail-
able for both round and hexagonal support rods to en-
sure the highest stable yarn quality. 

Various types of high-speed spindles are available for 
all applications, including the latest innovative Eshape 
spindle with the Spinnfinity Zero underwinding system 
to ensure maximum productivity. These spindles are 
complemented by a range of high-speed rings manu-
factured by Texparts.

Digitalisation and automation

The Senses Mill digital control and monitoring solu-
tion provides real-time data for fast, informed produc-
tion decisions. Saurer has been integrating automation 
into its machines for decades, including doffers in rotor 
spinning machines and automatic doffing in roving and 
ring spinning machines. 

Today, modern automation is comple-
mented by external solutions such as the 
Bobbin Transport System BTS, AGVs and 
cobots for mill automation. The new Hunter 
S1 can-transport AGV is designed to trans-
port sliver cans from draw frames to roving 
or rotor spinning machines.

Sun – Service Unlimited: lasting a lifetime

Saurer offers customised service solutions 
for its machines to ensure a long and pro-
ductive lifespan. Customers can upgrade 
their machines with the latest technology 
to enhance productivity for processing re-
cycled fibres. 

These services help mills to improve quality, 
performance and profitability. rX Recycling 
Xtreme Autocoro upgrades allow custom-
ers to benefit from the latest Saurer devel-
opments, even in older machine genera-
tions.
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The Global Fabric Industry in 2026: 
Who Will Lead the Next Decade?

The global textile industry has never 
been static. For decades, produc-
tion shifted from one region to an-

other, following labor costs, trade agree-
ments, and evolving consumer demand. 

Yet the changes taking place today are 
different. The fabric industry is no longer 
being reshaped by a single factor. Instead, 
it stands at the intersection of technolo-
gy, sustainability, geopolitics, and supply 
chain transformation.

As we move through 2026, textile man-
ufacturers around the world are facing a 
new reality. 

Brands are demanding faster delivery, 
greater transparency, lower environmen-
tal impact, and more flexible production 
models. Governments are introducing 
stricter sustainability regulations. 

At the same time, digital technologies 

and automation are transforming how fabrics are de-
signed, produced, finished, and delivered.

Against this backdrop, the question facing the industry is 
not simply who produces the most fabric. The more im-
portant question is which countries are best positioned to 
lead the next era of textile manufacturing.

China Still Leads the Industry, But Its Role Is Evolving
China remains the undisputed leader of global fabric pro-
duction. 
No other country comes close to matching the scale, infra-
structure, and integration of China’s textile ecosystem. 

From fiber production and spinning to weaving, knitting, 
dyeing, finishing, and garment manufacturing, China has 
built one of the most complete industrial supply chains in 
the world.

However, the story of China’s textile industry in 2026 is no 
longer just about volume. 
The country has spent years investing in automation, in-
telligent manufacturing, technical textiles, digital printing, 
and sustainable production technologies. 
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Chinese manufacturers increas-
ingly compete through efficiency 
and innovation rather than simply 
through labor costs.

This transformation reflects a 
broader shift within the global 
textile market. While some buy-
ers continue diversifying sourcing 
destinations, China remains the 
benchmark against which all oth-
er textile-producing countries are 
measured. 

Its challenge is not maintaining 
production capacity; it is main-
taining leadership in a market 
that increasingly rewards flexibil-
ity, sustainability, and technolog-
ical sophistication.

India Is Becoming the 
Industry’s Most Important 
Growth Story

If China represents maturity, India 
represents momentum.
Few countries have generated as 
much attention from global tex-
tile buyers and investors as India. 

Supported by government initia-
tives, expanding manufacturing 
capacity, and a strong domestic 
raw material base, India is steadily 
strengthening its position across 
the textile value chain.

The country’s natural advantage 
begins with cotton. As one of the 
world’s largest cotton producers, 
India benefits from direct access 
to a critical raw material that con-
tinues to dominate global apparel 
and home textile markets. 

Combined with a vast labor force 
and growing industrial invest-
ment, this creates a powerful 
foundation for long-term growth.

What makes India particularly 

important in 2026 is the changing sourcing strategy of global 
brands. Many international companies are actively seeking al-
ternatives to over-dependence on a single production country. 
India has emerged as one of the most attractive destinations for 
this diversification.

The opportunity is significant, but so is the challenge. As invest-
ment flows into the sector, Indian manufacturers must continue 
improving infrastructure, productivity, and operational efficiency 
if they want to fully capitalize on this moment.

Bangladesh Wants More Than Garment Manufacturing
For many years, Bangladesh’s reputation was built on apparel 
exports. The country became one of the world’s largest garment 
manufacturing hubs, supplying major international brands with 
competitively priced products.

Today, however, Bangladesh is pursuing a more ambitious goal.
Rather than remaining dependent on imported fabrics, partic-
ularly from China, the country is investing in domestic textile 
manufacturing capabilities. 

New weaving mills, knitting facilities, dyeing plants, and finish-
ing operations are helping create a more integrated textile eco-
system.

This shift is strategically important. Countries that control more 
stages of the supply chain retain greater value, improve respon-
siveness, and reduce dependency on external suppliers.

Bangladesh’s textile sector still faces infrastructure and en-
ergy-related challenges, but its direction is clear. The country 
wants to move beyond being a garment producer and establish 
itself as a more complete textile manufacturing destination.
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Turkey’s Advantage Is Not Scale—It Is Speed

Turkey occupies a unique position within 
the global fabric industry.Unlike China or In-
dia, Turkey cannot compete purely on pro-
duction volume. Its competitive advantage 
comes from something increasingly valuable 
in modern supply chains: proximity.

For European buyers, Turkey offers shorter 
lead times, lower transportation risks, and 
faster response capabilities than many Asian 
competitors. In an era where fashion cycles 
continue to accelerate, these advantages car-
ry significant weight.

Turkey has also built a strong reputation for 
quality, particularly in cotton fabrics, denim, 
home textiles, and value-added textile prod-
ucts. 

The country’s manufacturers have invested 
heavily in modern machinery, sustainability 
certifications, and advanced finishing capa-
bilities.

As environmental requirements become 
stricter across Europe, Turkey’s focus on sus-
tainable manufacturing could become an 
even stronger differentiator. 

Buyers are increasingly evaluating suppliers 
not only on price, but also on environmental 
performance, traceability, and compliance.
For Turkey, the future may depend less on 
producing more fabric and more on produc-
ing smarter, faster, and more sustainably than 
competitors.

Vietnam Continues Its Remarkable Rise

Few textile-producing countries have attract-
ed as much international attention over the 
past decade as Vietnam.

The country’s emergence has been driven by 
a combination of competitive manufacturing 
costs, favorable trade agreements, political 
stability, and growing foreign investment. 

As sourcing diversification accelerates, Viet-
nam continues to benefit from brands seek-
ing additional production options.

Yet the Vietnamese textile industry faces a critical 
question. Can it build a stronger domestic textile 
supply chain?

Many Vietnamese manufacturers still depend heavi-
ly on imported fabrics and raw materials. This creates 
vulnerabilities whenever disruptions occur within 
global supply networks.

The next phase of Vietnam’s development will likely 
depend on its ability to strengthen upstream textile 
production and reduce reliance on external suppliers. 
If successful, the country could further solidify its posi-
tion as one of the world’s leading textile manufactur-
ing centers.

Sustainability Is No Longer Optional

Perhaps the most significant change affecting the 
fabric industry in 2026 is the role of sustainability.Not 
long ago, sustainability was often treated as a market-
ing initiative. 

Today, it is becoming a business requirement.Major 
brands increasingly demand evidence of responsible 
production practices. Governments are introducing 
stricter regulations. Consumers are asking tougher 
questions about the environmental impact of textile 
products.

As a result, fabric manufacturers are investing in tech-
nologies that reduce water consumption, lower ener-
gy use, minimize chemical impact, and support circu-
lar production models.
Digital textile printing, recycled fibers, renewable en-
ergy systems, and advanced wastewater treatment 
technologies are becoming increasingly important 
components of modern textile manufacturing strat-
egies.
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The companies and countries 
that adapt fastest to these ex-
pectations will likely enjoy stron-
ger market access and long-term 
competitiveness.

Automation Is Redefining Tex-
tile Manufacturing

Another transformation reshap-
ing the industry is automation.
Across textile-producing coun-
tries, manufacturers are investing 
in technologies that improve effi-
ciency, reduce waste, and address 
labor challenges.Artificial intelli-
gence is beginning to influence 
production planning, quality con-
trol, predictive maintenance, and 
inventory management. 

Automated inspection systems 
are improving consistency. Smart 
factories are creating new levels 
of operational visibility.

While automation will not replace 
the need for skilled workers, it is 
fundamentally changing the eco-
nomics of textile manufacturing.

Countries that embrace these 
technologies will be better posi-
tioned to compete in increasingly 
demanding markets. Those that 
fail to modernize risk falling be-
hind regardless of labor cost ad-
vantages.

Could Africa Become the Indus-
try’s Next Growth Region?

As global sourcing strategies 
evolve, many industry observers 
are paying closer attention to Af-
rica.

Countries such as Egypt, Moroc-
co, Ethiopia, and Kenya are ac-
tively working to attract textile 
investment. Competitive labor 
costs, expanding industrial zones, 

and growing government support 
are creating new opportunities.

The continent is unlikely to chal-
lenge Asia’s dominance in the near 
future. However, it is increasingly 
viewed as a region with significant 
long-term potential.

For global brands seeking supply 
chain diversification, Africa rep-
resents an important part of the 
conversation about the future of 
textile manufacturing.

The Future Will Belong to Inte-
grated Manufacturing Ecosys-
tems

One of the clearest lessons from 
the textile industry’s recent evolu-
tion is that success no longer de-
pends on a single advantage.

Low labor costs alone are not 
enough. Large production capaci-
ty alone is not enough. Even access 
to raw materials is not enough.

The countries and companies that 
will lead the next decade are those 
capable of combining multiple 
strengths: technology, sustainabil-
ity, efficiency, quality, speed, and 
supply chain resilience.

The future belongs to integrated 
manufacturing ecosystems where 
fibers, fabrics, technology, logistics, 

and innovation work together 
seamlessly.

Conclusion

The global fabric industry in 2026 
is more dynamic than at any 
point in recent memory.China re-
mains the dominant force, but its 
leadership is evolving. 

India is expanding rapidly and 
attracting unprecedented invest-
ment. Bangladesh is building a 
more complete textile ecosystem.
Turkey continues leveraging 
quality and proximity to key mar-
kets. Vietnam is strengthening its 
role as a strategic sourcing desti-
nation. 
Meanwhile, Africa is beginning 
to emerge as a potential future 
manufacturing frontier.At the 
same time, sustainability, digita-
lization, and automation are re-
shaping the rules of competition.

The next decade will not be de-
fined simply by which country 
produces the most fabric. 
It will be defined by which coun-
tries can adapt fastest to the in-
dustry’s changing expectations.

For textile manufacturers, ma-
chinery suppliers, investors, and 
global brands, understanding 
these shifts is no longer optional. 
It is essential.
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Nigerian Government Launches Textile 
Revival Plan to Create 1.5 Million Jobs

The Nigerian government has stepped up 
efforts to revive the country’s Cotton, Tex-
tile and Garment (CTG) industry as part 

of a broader strategy to accelerate industriali-
zation, reduce import dependence, and create 
more than 1.5 million jobs annually.

The renewed push comes after a dramatic de-
cline in Nigeria’s cotton production, which has 
fallen by approximately 95 percent over the past 
two decades—from around 200,000 metric tons 
in 2001 to an estimated 10,000 metric tons in 
2025. 

The decline has significantly weakened a sector 
that once served as one of the country’s largest 
industrial employers and a key contributor to 
manufacturing growth.

Speaking at the National CTG Value Chain Ac-
tivation Pilot Milestone Event, Nigeria’s Minister 
of State for Industry, John Enoh, described the 
collapse of cotton production as a major chal-
lenge for the country’s industrial development. 

He emphasized that years of underinvestment, 
fragmented policies, weak coordination among 

stakeholders, and increasing dependence on imported 
textile products had contributed to the sector’s decline.

However, Enoh expressed confidence that current re-
forms and pilot programs would help restore the in-
dustry’s competitiveness and rebuild an integrated 
cotton-to-garment value chain capable of serving both 
domestic and international markets

Pilot Project Demonstrates Local Manufacturing Po-
tential
A key highlight of the government’s revival strategy is 
a pilot project that has successfully demonstrated the 
viability of producing garments entirely within Nigeria. 

According to Enoh, the initiative proved that locally 
grown cotton can be cultivated, processed, spun, wo-
ven, and transformed into finished apparel within six to 
seven months.

As part of the project, stakeholders produced 10,000 
Made-in-Nigeria T-shirts using cotton sourced from lo-
cal farmers. 

The achievement is being viewed as a practical demon-
stration of the country’s manufacturing capabilities and 
its potential to reduce reliance on imported garments.
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“The initiative has proven that Nigeria can produce gar-
ments at better quality, better pricing, and in larger 
quantities than imported alternatives,” Enoh stated.

He stressed that the government is now focused on 
moving beyond policy discussions and toward tangible 
implementation that supports domestic industries and 
strengthens local production capacity.

“What you have seen today is not a concept note or poli-
cy proposal. It is proof that these things are possible and 
are already happening,” he added.

Textile Sector Central to Nigeria’s Industrial Policy

The textile revival initiative forms an important compo-
nent of Nigeria’s recently launched Industrial Policy. 

Government officials believe the CTG sector can play a 
transformative role in stimulating manufacturing ac-
tivity, strengthening domestic supply chains, attracting 
investment, and creating employment opportunities 
across multiple segments of the economy.

The minister noted that lessons learned from the pilot 
project revealed significant structural weaknesses with-
in the textile value chain, particularly the lack of coor-
dination between cotton growers, textile mills, and gar-
ment manufacturers.

According to Enoh, previous intervention programs of-
ten focused on individual segments of the industry rath-
er than developing a fully integrated ecosystem capable 
of supporting sustainable growth.

“The problem is not entirely funding or infrastructure. 
The real issue is that the value chain was never designed 
to function as one coordinated system,” he explained.

To address these challenges, the government plans to 
strengthen collaboration among stakeholders, improve 
market linkages, expand access to financing, and pro-

vide greater support for smallholder cotton farm-
ers who remain critical to rebuilding domestic 
cotton production.

Financing Support for Cotton Farmers

As part of the next phase of implementation, 
the Federal Government is working closely with 
financial institutions to increase investment in 
cotton farming and textile manufacturing.

Enoh disclosed that the Bank of Agriculture has 
already indicated its willingness to provide fi-
nancing support for cotton cultivation, particu-
larly for small-scale farmers who represent a 
significant portion of the country’s agricultural 
workforce.

Improved access to finance is expected to en-
courage higher cotton production, enhance pro-
ductivity, and ensure a stable supply of raw ma-
terials for textile manufacturers.

Potential to Generate 1.5 Million Jobs

Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Investment, Chris Osa Isok-
punwu, described the initiative as a strategic 
intervention designed to revive one of Nigeria’s 
most important manufacturing sectors while 
supporting the country’s economic diversifica-
tion agenda.

According to Isokpunwu, the CTG industry has 
the capacity to generate more than 1.5 million 
jobs annually, particularly for women and young 
people. The sector could also strengthen Nige-
ria’s position within regional and international 
markets by leveraging opportunities created 
through the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA).

Industry observers believe that if successfully 
implemented, the revival strategy could help re-
store Nigeria’s status as one of Africa’s leading 
textile manufacturing hubs while reducing the 
country’s dependence on imported apparel and 
textile products.

With growing government commitment, re-
newed stakeholder collaboration, and increas-
ing support for local production, Nigeria’s textile 
industry may be entering a new chapter—one 
that could reshape the country’s manufacturing 
landscape and create significant economic op-
portunities across the value chain.
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Designed to Impact: 

Marzoli presents a new vision for spinning 
mill modernization at ITM Turkey 2026

At ITM, Marzoli showcases advanced retrofitting solutions for 
spinning mills under the claim “Don’t replace, repower”

. Marzoli exhibits at ITM Turkey 2026: Hall 7 | Booth 709B

. Retrofitting solutions for spinning machinery: modular inter-
ventions on machinery, electronics & IIoT, and software

. Advanced technologies for spinning and nonwoven applica-
tions

Marzoli, a global benchmark in spinning technology and part of 
the Camozzi Group, will participate in ITM Turkey 2026, taking 
place in Istanbul from June 9 to 13, 2026.

Visitors will find Marzoli in Hall 7 – Booth 709B, where the company will 
present its latest solutions under the claim “Designed to Impact.”

This year Marzoli will place 
a strong focus on its retro-
fitting and reengineering 
services, designed to sup-
port spinning mills max-
imize the value of their 
existing assets, extend 
machine lifetime, improve 
operational performance, 
and support a more sus-
tainable production model. 

Marzoli’s concept “Don’t 
Replace, Repower” pro-
motes a vision of textile 
manufacturing where in-
novation means also re-
generating existing equip-
ment, unlocking its full 
potential through targeted 
modernization.

“This approach – com-
ments Cristian Locatelli, 
General Manager at Mar-
zoli – reflects our commit-
ment to help customers 
increase efficiency, reduce 
environmental impact, and 
optimize investments by 
enhancing the durability, 
reliability, and productivity 
of installed machinery. 

With our expertise in tex-
tile engineering, mecha-
tronics, automation, and 
digital technologies, today 
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we are able to deliver modular solutions 
that can range from the replacement of a 
single critical component or spare part to 
comprehensive upgrades involving elec-
tronics, IIoT connectivity, software and 
new-generation HMI systems.”

At the booth, visitors will also discover 
Marzoli’s latest technologies developed to 
meet the evolving needs of textile man-
ufacturers through flexible, high-perfor-
mance solutions for both spinning and 
nonwoven applications. 

Marzoli’s integrated spinning approach for 
the whole line, ensures greater efficiency, 
automation, and continuity throughout 
the production process. 

Dedicated solutions for the processing of 
linen and wool further expand the compa-
ny’s technological scope to new fiber ap-
plications.

Alongside its spinning technologies, Marzoli of-
fers customized nonwoven lines for the produc-
tion of wipes, disposable products, and medical 
and surgical applications. 

Its range of applications is now expanding to in-
clude solutions for the processing of new natural 
fibers such as linen, hemp, and viscose, support-
ing the growing demand for more sustainable 
and versatile materials.

The results of Marzoli’s technologies are visible 
across different textile sectors, including luxury, 
denim, and technical textiles. 

At the booth, visitors will have the opportunity to 
see and touch the quality and beauty of fabrics 
and yarns developed through Marzoli’s solutions.

Through its participation at ITM Turkey 2026, Mar-
zoli confirms its mission to develop technologies 
and services capable of generating a concrete im-
pact for textile manufacturers worldwide.
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ZIMMER AUSTRIA to Showcase Advanced Textile 

and Carpet Technologies at ITM 2026 Istanbul

As the global textile and carpet industries continue to accelerate toward smarter, more sustainable, 
and highly automated production models, leading machinery manufacturers are preparing to pres-
ent their newest innovations at ITM 2026, one of the region’s most important textile technology 

exhibitions.

Among the major international exhibitors at this year’s exhibition is Zimmer Austria, a globally recognized 
technology supplier specializing in digital textile printing, carpet printing, coating, and finishing solutions. 

During ITM 2026, the Austrian company will present a wide portfolio of 
advanced systems designed to improve efficiency, sustainability, auto-
mation, and production flexibility for textile and carpet manufacturers 
worldwide.

The exhibition will take place from June 9–13, 2026 at the TÜYAP Fair 
Convention and Congress Center, where ZIMMER AUSTRIA will wel-
come visitors in Hall 4, Booth 404C.

Focus on Innovation, Sustainability and Integrated Production

Under the theme of shaping the future of textile and carpet production, 
ZIMMER AUSTRIA plans to demonstrate how innovation, intelligent 
engineering, and sustainable technologies are transforming modern 
manufacturing.

The company’s presentation at ITM 2026 will highlight solutions devel-
oped by its two major competence centers in Austria: the Digital Print-
ing Systems center in Kufstein and the Screen Printing & Coating Sys-
tems center in Klagenfurt.

Visitors to the booth will have 
the opportunity to explore 
technologies covering:

. Digital textile printing

. Carpet printing solutions

. Rotary screen printing

. Advanced coating and lamina-
tion systems
. Heat processing and finishing 
technologies
. Sustainable fixation systems
. Integrated inline carpet pro-
duction concepts

According to the company, 
these technologies are de-
signed to help manufacturers 
optimize production perfor-
mance, reduce operational 
costs, improve product quali-
ty, and meet increasingly de-
manding sustainability require-
ments across global markets.

New COLARIS-TeX Printer 
Among Key Highlights

One of the major highlights at 
ITM 2026 will be the presenta-
tion of the new COLARIS-TeX 
digital inkjet printer, developed 
for textile applications includ-
ing technical textiles and mili-
tary fabrics.
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The system features the company’s newly developed 
TUNEUP System, an advanced solution for automatic 
printhead calibration and banding compensation de-
signed to improve printing precision, consistency, and 
production stability.

ZIMMER AUSTRIA will also present its ecological SHS-Su-
prafix fixation technology, developed to significantly re-
duce energy consumption and emissions during textile 
processing. 

As sustainability becomes an increasingly critical factor 
for textile manufacturers worldwide, energy-efficient fin-
ishing technologies are expected to play a central role in 
future investment decisions across the industry.

Advanced Carpet Printing and 
Finishing Technologies

The Austrian company will place strong 
emphasis on carpet technologies 
during the exhibition, reflecting the 
growing transformation of the global 
carpet industry toward digitalization 
and sustainable production.

Among the showcased solutions will 
be the company’s integrated COLAR-
IS and CHROMOJET carpet systems, 
which combine inline printing and fin-
ishing technologies for modern carpet 
manufacturing environments. The sys-
tems can also be supplied as standalone 
modules depending on factory require-
ments.

Additional technologies on display will 
include:

. Dedicated back-coating and lamina-
tion lines
. MODUS Loop Steamer systems
. THERMOCURE heat processing tech-
nologies
. MAGNOROLL coating technology
. ROTASCREEN rotary screen printing 
line concepts

The MAGNOROLL coating machine 
model will demonstrate applications 
across various sectors including techni-
cal textiles, military fabrics, nonwovens, 
wall coverings, foils, packaging sub-
strates, and glass fiber products.
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Strong Presence of International Management 
Team

ZIMMER AUSTRIA’s international management and 
sales teams from both Austrian competence centers 
will attend the exhibition and meet customers from 
Turkey, the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and Asia.

The team participating at ITM 2026 includes:

. Andreas Rass, CEO

. Horst Ros, CEO

. Thomas Klöbl, Sales Director, Carpet Division

. Mario Calis, Sales Manager

. Bernhard Humnig, Sales Manager

. Armin Kogler, Sales Manager

In a statement ahead of the exhibition, Andreas Rass 
emphasized that textile and carpet manufacturers 
are increasingly searching for technologies that com-
bine sustainability, efficiency, flexibility, and long-term 
competitiveness. 

He noted that the company continues investing in 
advanced digital printing and finishing technologies 
to support manufacturers facing rising production 
costs, environmental pressures, and evolving market 
demands.

ITM 2026 Expected to Attract Global 
Textile Industry

ITM Istanbul remains one of the most in-
fluential textile machinery exhibitions 
connecting Europe, Turkey, the Middle 
East, Central Asia, and Africa. 

The exhibition continues to serve as an im-
portant platform for technology suppliers 
and manufacturers looking to strengthen 
regional partnerships and discover new 
investment opportunities.

For ZIMMER AUSTRIA, the exhibition rep-
resents an opportunity to showcase how 
advanced textile and carpet technologies 
can support the industry’s transition to-
ward more intelligent, sustainable, and 
fully integrated production systems.

With increasing global demand for auto-
mation, digital printing, energy efficiency, 
and sustainable manufacturing, the com-
pany’s participation at ITM 2026 reflects 
the broader transformation currently re-
shaping the textile and flooring industries 
worldwide.



 71MAY - JUNE 2026 K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

Visitor Registration 

Now Open for ITMA 

ASIA + CITME 2026

As of 24 March, both the number 
of exhibiting companies and 
the exhibition space have sur-

passed all previous editions of the com-
bined exhibition, demonstrating strong 
confidence in the textile machinery in-
dustry within the Chinese market and in 
Asia as manufacturing hubs.

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2026 will showcase 
the entire textile value chain, spanning 
spinning, man-made fibres, weaving, 
knitting, printing, dyeing and finish-
ing, nonwovens, embroidery, garment, 
braiding, recycling, testing and packag-
ing machinery, components and textile 
chemicals.

Visitors can expect to meet leading 
textile machinery manufacturers such 
as Atexco, Barmag, Beijing Chonglee, 
BEST, BZS, CHTC, Cixing, Dornier, Ep-
son, Fongs, Hicorp, Hongyuan, Itema, 
Karl Mayer, Konica Minolta, LMW, Mura-
ta, Picanol, Rieter, Rifa, Santoni, Saurer, 
Shima Seiki, Staubli, Taitan, Texpro, TMT, 
Truetzschler, Vandewiele, Yoantion, and 
Yingyang. Industry leaders will show-
case the latest developments in digital-
isation, intelligent manufacturing and 
green production on-site.

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2026 will be held from 20 
to 24 November 2026 at the National Exhibi-
tion and Convention Centre (Shanghai).
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Visitor Pre-registration Launches in 
May — Early Bird and Group Benefits 
Offered

To enhance the visiting experience 
and sourcing efficiency, the pre-regis-
tration system will officially open on 25 
May 2026 and remain available until 19 
November. 

International trade visitors can com-
plete registration via the official exhi-
bition websites (www.itmaasia.com or 
www.citme.com.cn).

Participants who complete pre-reg-

istration before 19 November will enjoy a 40% early-bird 
discount on admission tickets. In addition, industry organi-
sations arranging group visits consisting of six or more par-
ticipants may apply for further preferential benefits.

Intensive Roadshows Launched

The organisers have launched an intensive visitor promo-
tion campaign that combines online and offline strategies, 
focusing on key industrial clusters. 

A series of international roadshows will support this effort 
through a dual approach of attracting buyers to the event 
while expanding global outreach across major textile mar-
kets.

Delegation and Overseas Buyer Groups Expected to Vis-
it at the Combined Exhibition

Leveraging the exhibition’s strong industry influence, 
group invitations have been extended to more than 100 
overseas trade associations, industry organisations and key 
enterprises.

Within China, promotional activities will target both estab-
lished coastal textile hubs such as Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Fuji-
an, Shandong and Guangdong, as well as emerging indus-
trial clusters in Xinjiang, Hubei and Henan. 

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2026 in Shanghai will showcase leading 
textile machinery technologies while serving as a business 
platform for collaboration and industry exchange.
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Lakshmi Card Clothing to 

Showcase Advanced 

Carding Solutions at ITM 

2026 Istanbul

As the global textile industry continues to prioritize 
higher yarn quality, production efficiency, and opti-
mized spinning performance, the role of advanced 

carding technologies has become increasingly critical 
across modern spinning mills. 

At ITM 2026 Istanbul, international machinery and accesso-
ries suppliers will present their latest developments aimed 
at improving productivity and fiber processing perfor-
mance for textile manufacturers worldwide.

Among the participating companies at this year’s exhibi-
tion is Lakshmi Card Clothing, one of India’s leading manu-
facturers of card clothing and card room solutions. 

The company will participate in ITM 2026 at Hall 7, Booth 
704E, where it plans to present its latest technologies and 
developments for the spinning industry

More Than Six Decades of Card-
ing Excellence

Founded in 1960 and headquar-
tered in Coimbatore, India, Laksh-
mi Card Clothing (LCC) has es-
tablished a strong international 
reputation in the card clothing sec-
tor, supplying solutions to spinning 
mills across major textile-produc-
ing regions worldwide. 

Over more than six decades, the 
company has focused on develop-
ing advanced carding accessories 
and complete card room solutions 
designed to improve fiber process-
ing efficiency and yarn quality.

Today, the company operates in 
more than 25 countries and has 
strengthened its global presence 
through sales networks and service 
partnerships in important textile 
markets including Turkey, Egypt, 
Bangladesh, and Indonesia. 

This international footprint reflects 
the growing demand for high-per-
formance carding technologies 
as textile manufacturers continue 
modernizing their spinning opera-
tions.

Focus on Innovation and 
Engineering Development

According to the company, contin-
uous investment in engineering, 
innovation, and technology devel-
opment has played a major role in 
maintaining its position within the 
global card clothing industry. 

Lakshmi Card Clothing states that 
its engineering teams have intro-
duced numerous innovations over 
the years to support modern spin-
ning requirements and evolving 
market demands.
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The company is also certified under ISO 
9001:2015 standards accredited by TÜV 
NORD Germany, underlining its focus on 
quality management and international 
manufacturing standards.

At ITM 2026, visitors are expected to ex-
plore the company’s latest card clothing 
technologies and discuss solutions aimed 
at enhancing carding performance, fiber 
individualization, productivity, and opera-
tional consistency in spinning mills.

ITM 2026 to Connect Global Spinning 
Industry Players

ITM Istanbul continues to serve as one of 
the region’s most influential textile tech-
nology exhibitions, connecting manufac-
turers and suppliers from Türkiye, the Mid-
dle East, Africa, Central Asia, and Europe. 

For companies such as Lakshmi Card 
Clothing, the exhibition represents an im-
portant opportunity to strengthen part-
nerships and expand business activities 
across fast-growing textile markets.

With Türkiye remaining one of the world’s major textile 
and yarn production hubs, participation at ITM 2026 is 
expected to provide international suppliers with direct 
access to spinning mills and textile manufacturers ac-
tively investing in modernization, efficiency, and sustain-
able production technologies.

Visitors interested in carding technologies and spinning 
optimization solutions will be able to meet the Lakshmi 
Card Clothing team at Hall 7, Booth 704E during the ex-
hibition in Istanbul.
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Kwara Garment Factory Signs Management 
Agreement to Accelerate Nigeria’s Apparel 

Manufacturing Growth

The Kwara Garment Factory has entered 
a new phase of development following 
the signing of a management and op-

erations agreement with KWS Garment Pro-
duction Village, a move expected to strength-
en Nigeria’s apparel manufacturing capacity 
and support industrial growth in Kwara State.

The agreement was formally signed at the 
Kwara Garment Factory in Ilorin on May 12, 
2026. 
The process was led by Hajia Bukola Adede-
ji, Managing Director of the Kwara Garment 
Factory, in the presence of Damilola Adelo-
dun, Commissioner for Business, Innovation 
and Technology of Kwara State.

Under the agreement, KWS Garment Produc-
tion Village becomes the private-sector oper-
ator of the facility, which is regarded as one of 
the most advanced industrial apparel manu-
facturing plants in Nigeria.

Private Sector Takes the Lead

KWS Garment Production Village is led by 
Folake Akindele, founder and Chief Executive 

Officer of Tiffany Amber, one of Ni-
geria’s most recognized fashion 
brands.

According to a joint statement re-
leased by the partners, the factory 
is equipped to support large-scale 
apparel manufacturing for a wide 
range of sectors, including fash-
ion, sportswear, hospitality, institu-
tional organizations, government 
agencies, and corporate clients.

The facility has been designed to 
accommodate up to 4,000 work-
ers across its production ecosys-
tem, making it one of the largest 
apparel manufacturing projects in 
the country.

Officials also highlighted the fac-
tory’s commitment to sustainabil-
ity, noting that approximately 80 
percent of the workforce consists 
of women and that operations are 
supported by an on-site solar pow-
er plant.
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Building Industrial Capacity in Nigeria

Speaking during the handover ceremony, Akinde-
le described the agreement as a major milestone 
not only for the apparel sector but also for Nigeria’s 
broader industrial development.

She noted that inadequate manufacturing infra-
structure has long limited the growth potential of 
both the country’s fashion industry and industrial 
production sector.

According to Akindele, the establishment of KWS 
Garment Production Village was aimed at creating 
the infrastructure needed for Nigerian businesses 
to manufacture products competitively within the 
country rather than relying on overseas production 
facilities.

She emphasized that the factory offers international 
manufacturing standards while enabling businesses 
to produce locally, strengthening both industrial ca-
pacity and value creation within Nigeria.

Supporting Kwara’s 
Industrialisation Strategy

Representing the Kwara State Government, Com-
missioner Damilola Adelodun described the gar-
ment factory as a cornerstone of the state’s industri-
alisation agenda.

She stated that the project reflects the government’s 
vision of creating productive employment opportu-
nities, developing local skills, and transforming pub-
lic investment into long-term economic activity.

According to Adelodun, the facility represents 
more than an industrial building; it is part of 
a broader strategy to create sustainable live-
lihoods and strengthen manufacturing capa-
bilities across the state.

Expanding Beyond Apparel Manufacturing
While the immediate focus remains garment 
production, the long-term vision for KWS Gar-
ment Production Village extends into textile 
manufacturing and broader value-chain de-
velopment.

The partners believe that opportunities cre-
ated through the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) could position the facility 
as a competitive supplier of Africa-made ap-
parel for regional and international markets.

The project aligns with Nigeria’s growing ef-
forts to increase local manufacturing, reduce 
dependence on imports, create employment 
opportunities, and develop a stronger textile 
and apparel ecosystem.

As public-private partnerships continue to 
gain momentum across Africa, the Kwara 
Garment Factory is emerging as a significant 
example of how collaboration between gov-
ernment and industry can support industrial 
expansion, skills development, and economic 
diversification.
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Textiles Recycling Awards finalists announced ahead 
of inaugural ceremony at Textiles Recycling Expo 

The organisers of the 
Textiles Recycling Expo 
are delighted to an-

nounce the finalists for the 
inaugural Textiles Recycling 
Awards, celebrating innova-
tion, leadership and measur-
able impact across the global 
textile recycling value chain.

The awards recognise the in-
dividuals, companies and col-
laborative initiatives driving 
progress towards a more cir-
cular textiles industry. 

Winners across the six award 
categories will be revealed 
during the Textiles Recycling 
Awards Ceremony, taking 
place on 25 June at 2pm in 
the Conference Theatre at 
Brussels Expo during the Tex-
tiles Recycling Expo.

The ceremony will be hosted 
by Mariska Boer, President of 

Recycling Europe Textiles, and 
will bring together industry 
leaders, innovators, recyclers, 
brands and policymakers from 
across the textile recycling sec-
tor.

Retailer of the Year

Finalists:
. MANGO – Closing the Tex-
tile Loop: Scaling Circularity at 
Mango
. Armedangels (Social Fashion 
Company) – ARMEDANGELS: 
Circular Fashion as a Business 
Model
. Beyond Retro Ltd | Bank & 
Vogue – Beyond Retro

Product of the Year

Finalists:
. Alsico – FITZROY
. Teixits Torné S.L. – Transform-
ing Mixed-Colour Textile Waste 
into High-Value Circular Fabrics

. Beyond Retro Ltd | Bank & 
Vogue – Coach x Bank & Vogue – 
Soho Bag
. Elis – Workwear to workwear
. FibreTrace – FIBRETRACE®: Ma-
terial Verification Technology for 
a Circular Textile Industry

Textile Collection & 
Sorting Award

Finalists:
. Saubermacher – From Old Fab-
ric to Future Fiber: A Partnership 
Driven Circular Textile Take Back 
Initiative
. Green Worms Waste Manage-
ment Private Limited – Green 
Worms Waste Management Pri-
vate Limited
. Teciteca & Teci – Teciteca & Teci: 
the first circular and sustainable 
textile museum in Brazil
. Manuela Catania – Realm of 
Senses
Texet Benelux NV – Untagged . 
Movement
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Textile Recycling Project 
of the Year

Finalists:
. Circ – Scaling Textile-to-Tex-
tile Recycling with the World’s 
First Commercial Polycotton 
Solution
. Recover – From Waste to 
Fiber: Recover’s Blueprint for 
Circular Textiles
. BlockTexx Pty Ltd – Scaling 
Textile-to-Textile Recycling 
for Blended Fibres at Com-
mercial Scale
. Jiangsu Recycolor New Ma-
terials Co., Ltd – Why Recy-
color & CTC Should Be Recog-
nised as the Textile Recycling 
Project of the Year
. Pedrosa & Rodrigues – CIR-
CLO Industrial Ecosystem En-
gineering High Quality Circu-
lar KnitsR

Innovation in Recycling 
Technology Award

Finalists:
. Jiangsu REO-ECO Tech 
Group Co., Ltd – BioCulus 
powered by REO-ECO Enzy-
matic Recycling
. PICVISA MACHINE VISION 
SYSTEMS SL – Industrial Inno-
vation in Textile Sorting: The 
Integrated PICVISA & Girbau 
Solution
. MacroCycle Technologies – 
Circular textile at price parity 
through non-depolymerizing 
chemical recycling
. Yuantian Biotechnology 
(Tianjin) Co., Ltd – Enzymatic 
Recycling Technology Leads 
to the New Paradigm of Tex-
tile Circular Economy
. Renasens – Renasens – Turn-
ing Blended Textile Waste 
into High-Quality Recycled 
Fibers

Rising Star Award

Finalists:
. Epoch Biodesign – Jacob Nathan
Matoha Instrumentation Ltd. – Dr Hans Hon Sang Chan & Dr 
Martin Holicky
. Beyond Retro Ltd | Bank & Vogue – Beyond Retro x Seasalt 
Collection
. Green Worms – End Textile Waste Alliance
. Fibre to Fibre – Tom Atkin: Fibre to Fibre, Finance_2_Fashion 
and ATKIN Clothing

The Textiles Recycling Awards Ceremony is free to attend for all 
registered visitors to the Textiles Recycling Expo.

Visitors can register now for their free ticket to attend the ex-
hibition, conference and awards ceremony at the Textiles Re-
cycling Expo, taking place on 24–25 June at Brussels Expo, Bel-
gium.
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Globalindo Intimates Adopts 

GSDCost to Improve 

Efficiency and Profitability

The adoption of the globally recognised GSD™ meth-
odology will enable data-driven costing, strengthen 
line balancing and support more efficient, scalable 
production planning

Globalindo Intimates Selects Coats Digital’s GSDCost 
to Improve Cost Transparency, Reduce Overtime, In-
crease Capacity Utilisation & Boost Profits Coats Digital is pleased 

to announce that 
leading Indonesian in-

timate apparel manufacturer, 
PT Globalindo Intimates, has 
selected Coats Digital’s GS-
DCost solution to enhance 
costing accuracy, support 
production efficiency and 
strengthen collaboration 
with global brand partners.

Established in 2007 and based 
in Central Java, PT Globalindo 
Intimates employs over 3,800 
people across a 32,000m² fa-
cility, producing export-qual-
ity women’s underwear for 
major international brands 
including Fruit of the Loom, 
Hanesbrands Inc. 

(HBI), Basic Resources In-
timates and others. The 
company is committed to 
sustainability, community en-
gagement and continuous 
improvement, and is now ad-
vancing its transition towards 
a more digitally enabled 
manufacturing model.

Prior to selecting GSDCost, PT 
Globalindo Intimates faced a 
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series of operational and commercial 
challenges that were increasingly af-
fecting profitability. 

These included inconsistent machine 
utilisation, poor line balancing, and 
ongoing pressure in discussions with 
customers over cost-to-make esti-
mates. 

Despite maintaining strong on-time 
delivery performance, the company 
frequently relied on 10–15% additional 
overtime to meet production dead-
lines, significantly increasing opera-
tional costs.

Inaccurate capacity planning further 
compounded these issues, creating 
the impression that production re-
sources were fully utilised when, in 
practice, additional capacity was still 
available. 

As a result, the business was often required to make difficult 
trade-offs, including reducing order volumes or declining 
new business opportunities. Defect rates of around 10% add-
ed further pressure on margins.

Teti Yani Hartono, Chief Operation Officer, PT Globalindo In-
timates, said: “Operationally, we were constantly firefighting. 
We were meeting our delivery commitments, but at a cost 
that was becoming increasingly difficult to sustain.

Overtime was rising, performance visibility was limited, and 
we were often in difficult discussions with customers be-
cause we did not have a universally recognised costing stan-
dard. 

GSDCost provides a common language that our custom-
ers already understand. This will change how we work with 
our brand partners, shifting conversations towards greater 
alignment and clarity.”

The adoption of GSDCost is expected to help PT Globalindo 
Intimates reduce reliance on last-minute overtime, strength-
en line balancing, and create more stable and predictable 
production flows.

By introducing standardised methods and time bench-
marks, the company expects to forecast production require-
ments up to six months in advance with greater accuracy, 
while also making better use of existing production capacity.

Teti Yani Hartono continued: “With accurate SMVs and da-
ta-led insights, we expect to increase efficiency by up to 40% 
and profitability by at least 5% in the near term. We also ex-
pect to balance lines more effectively, allocate the right op-
erators to the right processes, and reduce unnecessary pres-
sure on our workforce. 



84K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

GSDCost will undoubtedly help us establish a 
more sustainable way of working both opera-
tionally and culturally. 

Our teams will have more realistic targets, our 
customers will receive more accurate cost-
ings, and we expect to take on new business 
with greater confidence, including smaller and 
more varied orders that we previously had to 
decline. “

By embedding the GSD™ methodology into 
its operations, PT Globalindo Intimates expects 
to strengthen production consistency, reduce 
defect rates, and build longer-term confidence 
with global retail partners.

Arthur Francis, Sales Manager, Coats Digital, 
Indonesia, commented: “PT Globalindo Inti-
mates is a forward-thinking manufacturer that 
has been very open about the operational chal-
lenges it faces, and that clarity is essential for 
meaningful transformation. 

By selecting GSDCost, the company is estab-
lishing a strong foundation for more accurate 
costing, balanced production and sustainable 
profitability. 

What is particularly significant is the 
potential impact on day-to-day oper-
ations—not only in reducing overtime 
and supporting more consistent ef-
ficiency, but in enabling more trans-
parent and constructive engagement 
with customers. 

With GSDCost, PT Globalindo In-
timates will be well positioned to 
demonstrate its production capabil-
ities more clearly and compete more 
effectively in a demanding global 
market.”
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Novonesis becomes a bluesign System Partner, 

reinforcing sustainable innovation in textiles and leather

Building on a proud heritage in the 
textile and leather industries, and 
to enable even more sustainable 

and responsible production for custom-
ers, Novonesis has chosen to become a 
bluesign System Partner.

COPENHAGEN, Denmark. May 13, 2026. 
Novonesis becomes a bluesign System 
Partner, reinforcing sustainable innova-
tion in textiles and leather. 
Bluesign is a sustainability solutions pro-
vider for the textile industry, aiming to 
ensure that materials, chemicals, and 
manufacturing processes meet the high-
est environmental and safety standards.

Novonesis Joins bluesign 
System Partnership

By becoming a bluesign System Part-
ner, Novonesis commits to working 
within the system on input assessment, 
transparency, and continuous improve-
ment—reinforcing our role as a provid-
er of biosolutions designed to support 
more responsible production.

“Becoming a bluesign System Partner is 
a strong validation of our approach to in-
novation. Our biosolutions are designed 
to help the textile and leather industries 
move away from resource-intensive and 
hazardous processes. 

This partnership reflects our commit-
ment to engage with rigorous standards 
for environmental and chemical man-
agement across the textile and leather 
value chain,” said Hans Ole Klingenberg, 
Vice President of Global Marketing for 
Household & Industrial Biosolutions at 
Novonesis.

Focus on Sustainable Textile 
and Leather Production

The bluesign System is built on sci-
ence-driven criteria and primary data 

verified by bluesign experts. 
It connects chemical suppliers, manufacturers, and brands within a sin-
gle system covering chemical management, resource use, and worker 
and consumer safety.

“We are pleased to welcome Novonesis as a bluesign System Partner. 
Their focus on biosolutions and enzyme-based technologies supports 
the industry’s transition toward safer and more responsible production 
processes across textiles and leather,” said Barbara Oswald, Chief Com-
mercial Officer at bluesign.

As part of its portfolio, Novonesis offers biology-based enzymatic solu-
tions designed with both performance and responsible handling in mind.

DeniBrite™ and Enzyme-Based Denim Processing

One example is DeniBrite™, Novonesis’ biological denim bleaching solu-
tion platform. DeniBrite™ solutions enable the replacement of conven-
tional bleaching agents such as chlorine and potassium permanganate. 

This allows laundries to achieve desired finishes while reducing the use 
of harmful chemicals, water consumption, and overall environmental im-
pact.

Growing Demand for Transparency and Safer Chemistry

The bluesign System Partnership reinforces Novonesis’ commitment to 
advancing responsible production in the textile and leather industries.
With growing demand for transparency and accountability in textiles 
and leather, Novonesis continues to focus on delivering innovations that 
enable measurable impact—from input chemistry to finished product.

“Solutions like DeniBrite™ show the potential of biosolutions to trans-
form traditional processes in textiles and leather.
By replacing harsh chemicals with enzymes, manufacturers can improve 
worker safety, reduce chemical use and lower their environmental foot-
print, helping them meet increasing regulatory, brand, and customer de-
mands,” added Hans Ole Klingenberg.
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Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles – 
Autumn Edition
National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shang-
hai), 18 – 20 August 2026

Following the conclusion of Heimtextil last month, the flag-
ship fair in Messe Frankfurt’s global home and contract 
textiles portfolio, Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles – 

Autumn Edition will return 18 – 20 August 2026 at the National 
Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai).

Building on the momentum generated in Frankfurt, the Shang-
hai fair will reinforce its position as the foremost home and con-
tract textile platform in Asia – successfully bridging the gap be-
tween East and West, and connecting global product trends, 
supply-chain shifts, and buyer demand in one marketplace. 

Notably, the 2025 Autumn Edition welcomed over 35,000 trade 
buyers from 116 countries and regions, with a 55.6% internation-
al visitor increase, and featured nearly 900 exhibitors from 26 
countries and regions.

Ms Wilmet Shea, General Manager of Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd, 

Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles returns 

in August as global sourcing hub and trend 

barometer for home textiles industry

underscored Intertextile Shanghai 
Home Textiles’ rising internation-
al significance: “The international 
presence at the fair continues to 
grow, with overseas visitors in-
creasing for three consecutive 
years. In addition, the 2025 edition 
welcomed new overseas exhibitors 
from countries like Bulgaria, Fin-
land, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, the 
Netherlands, and Vietnam. The fair 
has become crucial for the indus-
try – not only for building relation-
ships, but also for gaining insights 
into innovative trends, showcas-
ing products, and inspiring future 
product development that could 
shape market directions.”

Building on the fair’s importance 
as a hub for trend discovery, Nel-
lyRodi™ Agency will return for the 
2026 Autumn Edition to elevate 
the Trend Forum through a more 
immersive, lifestyle driven, and in-
teractive experience. 
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A joint team of Chinese and overseas design-
ers will set the core themes, including colour 
range and moodboards of curated fabrics, ma-
terials, and prints, plus exhibitor-linked prod-
ucts – strengthening the Forum as an engag-
ing platform that sparks ideas and supports 
future product development.

Global home textile industry strengthens 
through value creation, sustainability, and 
smarter products

The global home textile market is projected to 
reach USD 220.2 billion by 2032, growing
at a 6.8% CAGR (2025 – 2032). Growth is being 
supported by lifestyle shifts, greater invest-
ment in home aesthetics, and faster innova-
tion in materials, functionality, and sustainabil-
ity features. Simultaneously, supply chains are 
adjusting – mirroring broader trade and man-
ufacturing rebalancing. 

Chinese manufacturing continues to move 
up the value chain, strengthening design and 
R&D capabilities, while more price-sensitive 
production is increasingly distributed across 
South Asia, Southeast Asia, and parts of Cen-
tral and Latin America.

In this landscape, Intertextile Shanghai Home 
Textiles – Autumn Edition plays a central role 
in connecting global trends with concrete 
sourcing demand – on the one hand bringing 
together leading Chinese manufacturers and 
design-driven brands, and on the other hand 
gathering a strong line up of international 
exhibitors from Asia, Europe, the Middle East 
and beyond, enabling buyers from different 
markets and channels to complete their entire 
sourcing journey in one place. 

Last edition demonstrated the fair’s ability to at-
tract premium global participation: the Editor Zone 
alone brought 53 overseas high-end brands to the 
show, 23 of which are new. 

Three global industry associations also joined with 
quality displays – Associacao Home From Portugal 
(Portugal), Home Textile Export Council (Egypt), 
and Nippon Interior Association (Japan) – showcas-
ing the strengths of their regional textile industry.

Beyond these displays, several standout products 
highlighted the industry’s progress such as soft 
chenille, which offers a cloud-like touch of ultimate 
comfort; nature-inspired coarse linen textures; and 
anti-dust curtains featuring innovative anti-static 
technology.

The upcoming fair is expected to continue this drive, 
giving buyers a focused opportunity to source the 
latest advancements.

Building on that foundation, the 2026 edition is 
expected to bring together key categories such as 
upholstery and sofa fabrics, bedding, curtains, sun 
protection, Carpet and flooring and more. 

As manufacturers and brands step up upgrades in 
materials, design, and production efficiency, Inter-
textile Shanghai Home Textiles – Autumn Edition 
is set to offer a direct route from trend to business: 
buyers can assess performance and sustainabili-
ty claims side by side, while exhibitors debut new 
collections and innovations shaped by current con-
sumer expectations. 
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This makes the fair an efficient meeting point for 
companies adjusting sourcing strategies, opti-
mising portfolios, and pursuing new growth op-
portunities.

Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles – Autumn 
Edition is organised by Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd; 
the Sub-Council of Textile Industry, CCPIT; and 
the China Home Textile Association (CHTA).

To find out more, please visit: 
www.intertextilehome.com

Other upcoming shows:

. Vietnam International Trade Fair for Apparel, 
Textiles and Textile Technologies (VIATT)
26 – 28 February 2026, Ho Chi Minh City
. Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles Apparel 
Fabrics – Spring Edition
11 – 13 March 2026, Shanghai

Background information on Messe Frankfurt

The Messe Frankfurt Group is the world’s largest 
trade fair, congress and event organiser with its 
own exhibition grounds. 

With a workforce of some 2,700 people at its 
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main and in 29 sub-
sidiaries, it organises events around the world. 

Group sales in financial year 2025 were around 
€ 766 million. We serve our customers’ business 
interests efficiently within the framework of our 
Fairs & Events, Locations and Services business 
fields. 
One of Messe Frankfurt’s key strengths is its pow-
erful and closely knit global sales network, which 
covers around 180 countries in all regions of the 
world. 

Our comprehensive range of services – both ons-
ite and online – ensures that customers world-
wide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibil-
ity when planning, organising and running their 
events. We are using our digital expertise to de-
velop new business models.

The wide range of services includes renting exhi-
bition grounds, trade fair construction and mar-
keting, personnel and food services. 

Sustainability is a central pillar of our corporate 
strategy. Here, we strike a healthy balance be-
tween ecological and economic interests, social 
responsibility and diversity.
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Russian Textile Association 
Sees Strong Opportunities for 
AI, Automation and 

China–Russia Cooperation

As the global textile industry moves rapidly toward au-
tomation, digitalization, and artificial intelligence-driv-
en production, international cooperation is becoming 

increasingly important for textile manufacturers seeking long-
term growth and technological modernization.

During ITCPE 2026 in Guangzhou, Behnam Ghasemi, Editor of 
Kohan Textile Journal, spoke with Ildarov Shamkhal, President 
of the Russian Textile Association, about the current transforma-
tion of Russia’s textile and garment sector, the growing role of 
Chinese technologies, and the future direction of the global tex-
tile industry.

In this exclusive interview, Mr. Shamkhal discusses the increas-
ing importance of ITCPE for Russian and CIS textile companies, 

the strategic modernization of 
the Russian textile industry, and 
the major role that AI, automa-
tion, digital textile printing, and 3D 
technologies are expected to play 
in the future of global manufactur-
ing.

He also highlights the growing in-
terest of Russian companies in es-
tablishing long-term partnerships 
with Chinese textile machinery 
manufacturers and technology 
suppliers as Russia accelerates its 
industrial development and sup-
ply chain transformation.

1- Why are you attending ITCPE 
with the Russian delegation, and 
how important is this exhibition 
for your members?

ITCPE is one of the leading inter-
national exhibitions in the fields 
of advanced textile technologies, 
digital printing, textile machinery, 
fabrics, and apparel production. 



 91MAY - JUNE 2026 K O H A N   T E X T I L E   J O U R N A L

That is exactly why this exhibition attracts such strong interest from 
entrepreneurs and industrial companies from Russia and the CIS 
countries. For our members, ITCPE is not only a trade fair, but also 
an important platform for discovering innovations, establishing direct 
business relations, and understanding the future trends of the global 
textile industry.

This is already the second visit of our Russian Textile Association dele-
gation to ITCPE, and every trip brings significant practical results. 

Our schedule here is always full of business meetings, factory visits, 
negotiations, and new contracts. 

Each delegation member returns home not only with new business 
opportunities, but also with trusted partners, new friends, and reliable 
suppliers of high-quality equipment and textile products.

Every participation in ITCPE strengthens the partnership between 
our countries and contributes to the growth of bilateral trade and in-
dustrial cooperation. 

We highly appreciate the 
professionalism of the orga-
nizers and the openness of 
Chinese manufacturers to 
long-term collaboration with 
Russian and CIS businesses.

2- How would you describe 
the current situation of the 
textile and garment indus-
try in Russia? Approximate-
ly how many producers are 
part of your network? Also, 
if possible, could you share 
some figures regarding 
Russia’s textile imports and 
exports?

The textile and garment 
sector in Russia is current-
ly experiencing significant 
growth and transformation. 

In recent years, the industry 
has become one of the stra-
tegic directions for industrial 
development, with increas-
ing demand for modern 
equipment, fabrics, technol-
ogies, and reliable interna-
tional partnerships. 

The departure of many Eu-
ropean brands from the 
Russian market has created 
new opportunities and made 
Russia even more attractive 
for businesses and manu-
facturers from friendly coun-
tries, especially from Asia.

Our Association unites more 
than 700 entrepreneurs and 
companies working with-
in Chapter 11 of the HS (Ac-
cording to the international 
Commodity Nomenclature 
of foreign economic activity) 
classification, including tex-
tile production, apparel man-
ufacturing, fabrics, home tex-
tiles, and related industries. 
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This gives us a very broad and active pro-
fessional network across Russia and the 
CIS region.

Russia remains a large and highly 
перспективный consumer market for 
textile and garment products. Imports 
still play an important role, especially 
in fabrics, textile machinery, accesso-
ries, and finished apparel, while domes-
tic production is also growing rapidly 
thanks to government support and new 
investment projects. 

Today, Russian companies are actively 
looking for long-term cooperation with 
Chinese partners, suppliers, and technol-
ogy providers to strengthen production 
capacity and expand trade turnover be-
tween our countries.

3- The Russian market has enormous 
potential. In your opinion, what is the 
most important fact 
international investors should know 
about this market?

One of the most important facts inter-
national investors should understand 
about the Russian market is that today 
the textile industry is entering a new 
technological era. 

The key global trend is the integration 
of artificial intelligence and automation 
across the entire production chain – 
from fashion design and digital printing 
to smart manufacturing and logistics. 

Russian companies are highly interest-
ed in these technologies and are actively 
searching for partners who can provide 
advanced solutions and expertise.

In this direction, China is undoubtedly 
the global leader. 

Chinese manufacturers and technology 
companies are setting the pace in au-
tomation, AI-driven production, digital 
textile printing, and intelligent factory 
systems. 

For us, cooperation with Chinese partners is extremely 
valuable not only from a commercial perspective, but also 
as an opportunity to exchange experience, adopt best 
practices, and accelerate the modernization of the Rus-
sian textile industry.

The Russian market is very large, flexible, and open to new 
technological partnerships. 

Companies that are ready to bring innovation, efficiency, 
and modern production solutions to Russia today have 
a strong opportunity to secure long-term positions in a 
market with enormous growth potential.

4- How do you evaluate the global textile industry in 
recent years, and how do you predict its future?

In recent years, the global textile industry has been un-
dergoing a major technological transformation. 

We can clearly see that the future of the industry will be 
shaped by maximum automation, digitalization, and the 
implementation of artificial intelligence in all production 
processes. 
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AI is already changing the way 
companies approach design, 
forecasting, production plan-
ning, quality control, and sup-
ply chain management.

At the same time, I also see 
enormous potential in the de-
velopment of 3D technologies 
across the entire textile sector. 

This includes not only fashion 
and apparel production, but 
also technical textiles and inte-
rior textile products. 

3D design, virtual prototyping, 
smart materials, and advanced 
manufacturing technologies 
will significantly reduce pro-
duction costs, accelerate prod-
uct development, and create 
entirely new possibilities for 
customization and sustainabil-
ity.

In my opinion, the companies 
and countries that successfully 
combine automation, AI, and 
3D technologies will become 
the leaders of the next genera-
tion textile industry. 

This is why international co-
operation and technology ex-
change are becoming more 
important than ever before.

5- Could you tell us more 
about your association, as 
well as its mission and vision?

“The Russian Textile Associa-
tion (ATR) is one of the lead-
ing professional organizations 
representing the interests of 
the textile and light industry in 
Russia and the CIS region. 

Since its establishment in 2009, 
ATR has united manufacturers, 
suppliers, designers, technology 
companies, educational institu-
tions, and industry experts with 
the common goal of developing 
a strong, modern, and globally 
competitive textile industry. 

Today, our Association includes 
more than 700 companies with 
a combined turnover exceeding 
650 billion rubles.

Our mission is to support the 
growth of textile and garment 
enterprises, strengthen inter-
national cooperation, protect 
the interests of industry par-
ticipants, and create favorable 
conditions for industrial devel-
opment. 

We work closely with govern-
ment institutions, business 
communities, and international 
partners to promote innovation, 

improve legislation, support 
exports and imports, and help 
companies access new technol-
ogies and markets.

Our vision is to build a mod-
ern textile ecosystem based on 
technology, education, industri-
al cooperation, and global part-
nerships. 

We believe the future of the tex-
tile industry belongs to compa-
nies that combine innovation, 
automation, sustainability, and 
international collaboration. 

That is why ATR actively devel-
ops international relations, or-
ganizes business missions and 
industrial tourism, and helps 
Russian companies establish 
long-term partnerships with 
leading manufacturers and 
technology providers around 
the world, especially in China 
and Asia.




